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AUSTRALIA has, 
without a doubt, in- 
herited the tough- 
est Olympic draw of 
all. 

The Socceroos’ oppo- 
nents, Brazil and Yugo- 
slavia, have been widely 
tipped by experts to go 
very far in the tourna- 
ment. 


In fact, most pundits 
are tipping them to go all 
the way to the final! 

It will be up to the in- 
domitable Aussies to up- 
set those predictions — a 
formidable task because 
even Nigeria, Africa’s 
up-and-coming Soccer 
nation, will also prove 
extremely hard to toss. 


Italy, West Germany 
and Sweden all have 
their admirers. 

A survey of world- 


FROM PHIL 


SEOUL — The stu- 
dents may be riot- 
ing on their cam- 
puses and 14,000 
security police in 
evidence all over 
town, but the Soc- 
ceroos have settled 
in safely at the 
Olympic Village and 
it’s all systems go 
for Sunday's eager- 


Socceroos shunned fF 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


All systems go! | 


wide Olympic forecast- | ~ 
ing reveals that no-one || 
tipped Australia, or 
Nigeria for that matter, 
to qualify for the quar- 
ter-finals, which, 
according to most over- 
seas scribes, are cut and 
dry, with two excep- 
tions. 

There is only some 
doubt about the identity 
of the countries which 
will accompany Italy and 
the Soviet Union into the 
quarters. 

While everybody + 
agrees Italy will easily © 
win Group B; Iraq, 
Zambia and Guatemala 
all have their supporters 
with a a slight edge to the 
In Group C, where the 
Soviets are hot 


ly awaited opener 
against the flam- 
boyant Yugoslavs. 

After an uneventful, 
if lengthy, flight from 
Sydney last Sunday, the 
Australians were 
greeted by muggy wet 
weather amd a one-hour 
customs check at the 
airport. 


' whilst, at left, his Australian counterpart, CHARLIE YANKOS, looks to be 
in some mean mood prior to the 2-0 loss at the Sydney Football Stadium. 
(inset) The calm before the storm, it would seem, judging by the terse 
expressions on the faces of the Socceroo skipper and Brazil's talented 
sweeper. The three-time world champions are being touted as real gold 
| medal prospects for the Seoul Olympic Games Soccer tournament. The 

x Aussies? Well, they've been virtually written off. 


Continued on page 13 


favourites, it’s a toss-up 
between South Korea 
and Argentina for 
second place. 

Argentina’s dismal 
Bicentennial Gold Cup 
form has enticed more 
experts to concede the 
second quarter-final 
berth to hosts South 
Korea. 


But the Argentines are 
so unpredictable that 
they could even zoom 
ahead of the USSR if 
they strike the right 
mood. 

The late news from 
South Korea is that tick- 
ets for the preliminary 
round maches have not 
been selling all that well 
and that the stadiums, 
mainly at Taegu and 
Kwangju, will be far 
from filled. 

Seoul’s Dongdaemon 
Stadium, where Austra- 
lia will play Brazil, on 
September 20 and Niger- 
ia on September 22 is 
sold out. 

The Olympic Sta- 
dium, where one semi- 
final, the play-off for the 
bronze medal, and the 

_ grand final will be 
staged, has been sold out 
for months. All three 
games will be watched 


AUSTRALIAN 


FEARLESS 
FORECA 


The following are my 
less than confident, very 
subjective, Olympic pre- 
dictions: 

Sweden and West 
Germany to qualify from 
Group A; Italy and Iraq 
from Group B; the 
Soviet Union and South 
Korea from Group C 
and Brazil and Yugosla- 
via from Group D. 

It goes without saying, 
I'll be ecstatic should 
Australia make me eat 
my words, and pull 
through 

In the quarter-final 
match-ups, I expect Bra- 
zil to eliminate South 
Korea; Italy to edge out 
West Germany; Yugos- 
lavia to beat the USSR 
and Sweden to oust Iraq. 

I’m going for Sweden 
and Brazil to win their 
semi-finals at the ex- 
pense of the Yugoslavs 
and Italians respectively, 
but both results could 
easily be reversed be- 
cause it will be that 
close. 

And I’m sticking with 
Brazil to win its first- 
ever gold medal, with 
the silver to Sweden and 
the bronze to Italy. 
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by a capacity crowd of 
os ity 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


WITH the Socceroos now classed as Australian Olympians, there is 
time for a few moments of reflection. 


Cast your eye over the following team: 


Goalkeepe: 


r: Ron Lord (Sydney) 


Right back: Bob Bignall (NSW South Coast) 
Centre half: Alby Warren (Queensland) 
Left back: Jim Pettigrew (Newcastle) 

Right half: George Arthur (Newcastle) 

Left half: Cliff Sander (Queensland) 
Outside right: Bruce Morrow (Newcastle) 
Inside right: Frank Loughrin (Victoria) 
Centre forward: Jack Lennard 

Inside left: Graham McMillan (Queensland) 
Outside left: Ted Smith (Victoria) 


Well, that is the team 
which represented 
Australia in its two pre- 
vious Olympic games 

layed in Melbourne 

ick in 1956. 

Len Young (Victoria), 
was the coach, and in- 
cluded in the squad 
was_ international 
goalkeeper Billy Hen- 
derson, then with 
Granville in Sydney. 

The team defeated 
Japan 2-0 and then 
exited from the tour- 
nament with a 4-2 loss 
to India in the quarter- 
final. Both games were 
played in the then 


brand-new Olympic 
Park. 

Ted Smith told us: 
“It was great to get 
together again at the 
Socceroo farewell at 
the Sydney Town Hall 
with Bob Bignall, Ron 
Lord and Billy Hen- 
derson. 

“| have a couple of 
objectives, the first 
being to see the whole 
squad assembled again 
for another function. 


“There wasn’t 
enough time to 
achieve this on this 
occasion. 

“The other is to get 


x 


the Australian Soccer 
Federation’s records 
into line with reality, as 
at present they only 
cover international 
matches since the ad- 


vent of the Federation. 


“Internationals in 
the days of the Austra- 
lian Soccer Football 
Association should be 
added. 

“| have been in 
touch with Harry 
Hetherington in 
Newcastle for his 
assistance to get the 
ball rolling.” 

Bruce Morrow, still 
engl as fit as during 
his playing days in 
Newcastle and with 
Apia Leichhardt, kick- 
ed off in the recent 
Socceroos’ Olympic 
trial against Newcastle 
Austral. 


It was good to see 
some recognition 
accorded to Australia’s 
1956 Olympic 
pioneers. 


LS > = 
Luigi De Agostini scores for Italy in this year’s European championship 


against Denmark. The Juventus star is expected to figure prominently at - 


the Olympics. 


Italy’s push for gold 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


ITALY, one of the 
favourites for the 
Olympic title, will 
field a cohesive, 
tightly-knit team. 


Olympic coach Dino 
Zoff, the former great 
Italian and Juventus 
goalkeeper, has selected 
two large ‘‘blocs”’ of 
players — from Juven- 
tus and AC Milan. 


These will form the 
backbone of his team in 
South Korea, where the 
Italians have drawn the 
easiest preliminary 
group, with Iraq, Zam- 
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bia and Guatemala. 

The squadra azzurra 
should waltz into the 
quarter-finals where 
their task will be im- 
mensely tougher as their 
opponents will be West 
Germany or Sweden, 
from Group A, unless 
the Chinese or the Tuni- 
sians cause an improb- 
able upset. 

Italy will be looking to 
improve on its 1984 
fourth place. 

The Italians, whose 
early round games will 
be played in Kwangju 
and Seoul, last won an 
Olympic medal (bronze) 


in Rome, in 1960, but 
have struck gold before 
— in Berlin, in 1936. 


The Olympic squad 
was dealt a cruel blow 
when star midfielder 
Ancelotti was forced to 
pull out after under- 
going ligament surgery 
three weeks ago. 

Brio, Galli, De Agos- 
tini, Carnevale and AC 
Milan striker Virdis, 
who was not selected in 
Italy’s 1984 World Cup 
team, will be key players 
in Italy’s push for the 
gold. 


Italy’s 20-man Olym- 
pic squad: 

Goalkeepers: Giuliani 
(Napoli), Tacconi 
(Juventus). 4 

Defenders: Brio 
(Juventus), Bruno 
(Juventus), Galli (Milan), 
Tassotti (Milan), Be- 
nedetti (Torino), Bonetti 
(Verona). 

Midfielders: Alessio 
(Juventus), Mauro 
(Juventus), De Agostini 
(Juventus), Colombo 
(Milan), Evani (Milan), 
Romano (Napoli), Pellig- 
rini (Sampdoria). 

Strikers: Carnevale 
(Napoli), Pacione (Vero- 
na), Rizzitteli (AS Roma), 
Scarafone (Bari), Virdis 
(Milan). 

Coach: Dino Zoff. 


Olympic Scoreboa 


Group A: Sweden, Tunisia, China, West 
Germany. 

Group B: Italy, Iraq, Guatemala, Zambia. 

Group C: USSR, USA, South Korea, Argentina. 

Group D: Australia, Brazil, Nigeria, Yugoslavia. 


PRELIMINARY ROUND 


September 17: Italy-Guatemala (Kwangju), Zam- 
bia-Iraq (Taejon), Sweden-Tunisia (Taegu), China- 
West Germany (Pusan). 

September 18: Australia~-Yugoslavia (Kwangju), 
Brazil-Nigeria (Taejon), USA-Argentina (Taegu), 
South Korea-USSR(Pusan). 

September 19: Zambia-Italy (Kwangju), Iraq- 
Guatemala (Taejon), Sweden-China (Taegu), Tuni-. 
sia-West Germany (Pusan). 

September 20: Australia-Brazil (Seoul), Yugosla- 
via-Nigeria (Taejon), USSR-Argentina (Taegu), 
South Korea-USA (Pusan). 

September 21: Italy-Iraq (Seoul), Zambia-Guate- 
mala (Kwangju), Sweden-West Germany (Taegu), 
Tunisia-China (Pusan). 

September 22: Australia-Nigeria (Seoul), Yugosla- 
via-Brazil (Taejon), USSR-USA (Taegu), South 
Korea-Argentina (Pusan). 


QUARTER-FINALS 


September 25: Winner Group D v Second Group 
C (Seoul), Winner Group B v Second Group A 
(Kwangju), Winner Group A v Second Group B 
(Taegu), Winner Group C v Second Group D 
(Pusan). , 


SEMI-FINALS 


September 27: In Pusan and in Seoul’s main 
Olympic Stadium. 


THIRD PLACE PLAY-O 


September 30: In the main Olympic Stadium, 
Seoul. 


FINAL 


October 1: In the main Olympic Stadium, Seoul. 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


SWEDEN is in the lucky position of being 
the only major European Soccer power at 
the Olympics able to field its full national 
team. 

The Scandinavians won the right to dispatch an 
awesome side to the Games by virtue of missing out 
on the 1986 World Cup finals. 

The Swedes would consider a gold medal in Seoul 
as fitting compensation for their dismal record in 
recent international competitions. 

They are probably the most feared of all the 16 
finalists as they have climbed up the rankings over 
the past two years with a of impressive results. 
In fact, their first defeat for some time happened only 
last week when they were beaten 2-1 at home by 
neighbours Denmark. 

Despite the absence of some key foreign-based 
players like Stefan Pettersen, who were not released 
by their clubs, Sweden is right up there with the 
medal contenders. 

They’ve inherited a pretty tough group, though, 
having —_ an equally formidable West Germany, 
which will be fielding players of the quality of Jurgen 
Klinsmann and Olaf Thon. 

The inscrutable Chinese and the skillful Tunisia 
are sure to also provide stiff opposition in a group 
where all six preliminary games look very attractive. 

The teams in this group have an added incentive to 
finish first because the second placed side will have 
the unenviable task of playing Italy in the quarter- 
finals, whereas the group winner will take on either 
Iraq, Zambia or Guatemala. 

Sweden’s Olympic squad: 

Goalkeepers: Sven Andersson, Thomas Ravelli. 

Defenders: Sulo Vaattovaara, Peter Lonn, Goran 
Arnberg, Roland Nilsson, Peter Larsson, Glenn 
Hysen. 

Midfielders: Jonas Thern, Leif Engqvist, Stefan 
Rehn, Anders Palmer, Dennis Schiller, Roger Ljung, 
Hans Eskilsson. 

Strikers: Jan Helstrom, Bjorn Nilsson, Martin 
Dahlin, Mats Gren, Hans Holmgqvist. 

— LOU GAUTIER 


Nigeria a mini-Brazil 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


NIGERIA, Australia’s Olympic opponents in 
Seoul on September 22, will have to live up 
to their tag as the “Brazilians of Africa.” 


A tall order for one of 
the continent’s best-per- 
formed Soccer nations, 
but one that’s not 
beyond a very ambitious 
outfit. 

The Nigerians are, if 
nothing, optimistic. Aus- 
tralia barely gets a men- 
tion in the Lagos press’ 
Olympic preview: it’s 
taken for granted they 
will account for the Soc- 
ceroos in the final match 
of Group D. 

Nigeria is confident it 
can lay the foundation 
for a quarter-final berth 
by beating Yugoslavia, 
in their second game, on 
September 20. Australia 
will only be a formality. 

Nigeria’s 1988 dis- 
plays have featured 
polished footballing 
skills honed by West 
German coach Manfred 
Hoener. 

The Nigerians’ in- 
terpretation of the 3-5-2 
formation introduced by 
Hoener is the tactical 
basis of their game. It 
may catch neti) off- 
guard when they meet on 
September 18. 

Australia, though, will 
have ample opportunity 
to “scout” their Afri- 
can rivals as they only 
clash in the final pre- 
liminary game. 

Socceroo supremo 
Frank Arok will send his 
assistant, Eddie Thom- 
son, to watch the Nige- 
rians in action against 
both Brazil and Yugo- 
slavia. 


Zealous 


Zambians 


ZAMBIA may not 
rank amongst Afri- 
ca’s more. gla- 
mourous football 
teams, but the 
country’ legions of 
Soccer fans are 
quietly confident 
their heroes will 
qualify for the 
Olympic quarter- 
finals. 

While they readily 
forfeit first place. in their 
group to the “untouch- 
able” Italians, they 
concede the all-import- 
ant second position to 
no-one. 

They are convinced 
their team, a surprise 
qualifier, can finish 
ahead of Iraq and 
Guatemala though most 
experts favour an Italy- 
Iraq 1-2 finish. 

Zambia are pinning 
their hopes on their five 
European-based pro- 
fessionals, four of whom 
are with Belgian clubs. 

Defenders Kalusha 
and Nyirenda and mid- 
fielder Msiska play for 
Cercle Bruges, but only 
the latter is a first team 
regular. 

One who has his place 
in the starting line-up is 
tight winger Johnson 
Bwalia, a top performer 
for his Swiss First Divi- 
sion team, Sion. 

Bwalia is the only 
Zambian player who 
gets a mention when the 
yearly best-player lists 
for Africa are published. 

— LOU GAUTIER 


Australia’s recent in- 
ternational results also 
entitle the Socceroos to 
be described as a “fast- 
emerging Soccer na- 
tion” — a term often 
used in the Nigerian 
context. 

Their head-on con- 
frontation with Nigeria 
should be a fascinating 
contrast in styles and 
concepts. 

Here’s hoping the 
match, at least as far as 
Australia is concerned, 
will have more than 
mere academic interest. 

Although Nigeria has 
a long and checkered 
Soccer history, it was 
only in the 1970s that 
they started to make an 
impact on the internatio- 
nal scene, 

It was then that the 
country, which was por- 
traying itself as the lead- 
ing African power, de- 
cided, on an official 
level, that successful 
sporting teams were a 
must to help achieve con- 
tinental dominance. 

Large amounts of 
money were poured into 


The 
Countdown 
to 


Sydney Town Hall Farewell 


To Seoul 


with 


Soccer — the national 
sport — by both the 
Government and spon- 
sors. 

Nigerian Soccer re- 
sponded to this massive 
infusion of funds almost 
immediately as the natio- 
nal team only missed 
qualifying for the 1974 
and 1978 World Cup 
finals by the barest of 
margins. 

In 1982, Nigeria lost in 
the final qualifying Afri- 
can round to Algeria, 
who went on to dazzle 
the world in Spain. 


The team also won 
bronze medals at the 
1976 and 1978 African 
Nations’ Cups, spear- 
headed by two of the all- 
time greats of Nigerian 
football, centre-half 
Chukwu and midfielder 
Lawal. 

In 1980, staging the 
tournament themselves, 
the Nigerians won the 
African title before aver- 
age crowds in excess of 
60,000. Nigeria had a 
particularly fine team 
with Best, in goal, and 
Odegami leading their 
attack. 


The members of the 
national team became 
celebrities, but few could 
handle their new-found 


style 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 


DAWN FRASER, re- 
cognised by SBS 
Television’s Les 
Murray and many 
others as probably 
the world’s great- 
est-ever female 
sportswoman, has 
offered her services 
to Soccer’s Olym- 
pians. 

Her exploits in win- 
ning gold in three 
successive Olympics in 
the blue-ribbon 100 
metres women’s swim- 
ming event — in 1956, 
1960 and 1964 — cre- 
ated a new page in 
sporting history. 

Now the NSW mem- 
ber of Parliament for the 
seat of Balmain, she 
said: “I’ve offered 
Frank Arok any help I 
can give to the team. 

“One advantage the 
Australians will have is 
that there is little differ- 
ence in the time zone. 

“But it is a whole 
new world when you go 


_into a village that 


accommodates 8,000 
athletes. 

“You don’t need to 
be overawed by big 


names such as Carl 
Lewis and Ben 
Johnson.” 


Dawn Fraser was one 
of the keynote speakers 
at last week’s Socceroo 
Ball farewell function at 
the Sydney Town Hall. 


Also high on the list 
of speakers was NSW 
premier Nick Greiner, 
who assured the assem- 
bled gathering of over 
600 people that NSW 
and Australia would be 
tight behind the team. 

And, after hearing 
Socceroo skipper Char- 
lie Yankos’ speech, he 
guaranteed him a place 
in politics if he wished to 
change career paths! 

Yankos said: “It 
wasn’t until we got to 
the AIS in Canberra to 
be outfitted and have 
our physical tests that 
the real meaning of 
being Australian Olym- 
pians dawned on us.” 

New ASF chairman 
Tan Brusasco flew down 
from Brisbane for the 
event and in his keynote 
address he congratu- 
lated the Australian 
party and assured them 
of all the support his 
federation could muster. 


success. Of the side that 
had won the trophy in 
Lagos, only three lined 


up for the defence of the 
cup two years later when 


Nigeria crashed out in 


the first round. 
This rapid change in 
fortunes demonstrated 


many of the problems 


that Nigeria has to face. 
Each region attempts 


to have its own players 
included in the national 


team and, as a result, the 
final selection is not al- 
ways the best available 
as tribal susceptibilities 


have to be taken into 


account. 


The same problems 


create tensions both on 
and off the field where 
riots have often resulted 
in the death of fans. 

Uderlining it all is the 

_ feeling that Nigerian 
Soccer revolves around 
big money and not tradi- 
tion. 

If a club loses its spon- 
sor, it fades quickly into 
oblivion, but clubs can 
rise just as fast if the 
cash or promise of cushy 
jobs are made available 
to buy the loyalty of a 
few stars. 

Yet, despite all the 
problems, Nigeria con- 
tinues to produce many 
good young players that 
have allowed their teams 
to keep bounding back. 

It took the national 
team just two years to 
make amends for the 
1982 fiasco. Nigeria 
reached the African final 
in 1984, where they lost 
to Cameroun. 

Nevertheless, it was a 
talented Nigerian team. 
Peter Rufai was on his 
way to becoming Afri- 
ca’s finest goalkeeper, 
Stephen Kishi a most 
effective sweeper, while 
Muda Lawal was par- 
ticipating in his fifth 
tournament. 

Even more success 
was to come Nigeria’s 
way in the new Junior 
and Youth World Cups. 

To date, the Nigerian 
youngsters have 
appeared in three finals 
and, more importantly, 
have consistently pro- 
duced the kind of attack- 
ing skills that in the past 
have only been associ- 
ated with the Brazilians, 
Nigerian Soccer’s role 
models. 

Australians know 
something about the 
might of Nigeria at youth 
level, having been on the 
receiving end of their 
magic in official com- 
petition. 

These results have 
only confirmed that the 
country’s vast pool of 
players has the potential 
to sweep Nigeria to the 
top of the Soccer heap. 


SEOUL SQUAD 


The Nigerian squad in 
South Korea will, 
naturally, be top-heavy 
with players who put 
them through to this 
year’s African Nations’ 
Cup final in Morocco. 

It took a hotly dis- 
puted 55th minute penal- 
ty by nemesis Cameroun 
to deny them a second 
continental title. 

Nigeria eliminated 
Algeria, Egypt and 
Kenya on their way to 
the final in Casablanca, 
where all neutral obser- 
vers rated them the bet- 
ter team. 

Following the defeat, 
the Nigerian Federation 


< > 


FRANK FARINA in explosive form during Australia’s Gold 
Saudi Arabia. The Saudis couldn't stop ‘Flash Frank’ from grabbing a 


Cup clash with 


couple of goals at the Parramatta Stadium, including this viciously vol- 

leyed second — will the Nigerians meet the same fate at the hands of the 

Marconi star or will they be able to contain him? Nigeria’s gigantic right- 
back Ademola Adesina is the man earmarked for the unenviable job. 


recalled coach Hoener, 
the man responsible for 
the national teams’ suc- 
cesses at youth level. 

An offer of $200,000 
for an eight-week Olym- 
pic stint lured back the 
immense, unsmiling sup- 
remo who always wears 
a Manchester United 
shirt as a good luck 
charm. 

He sometimes looks 
less in harmony with his 
charges than their 
second coach, Scotsman 
Paul Hamilton, yet un- 
doubtedly the tactics are 
Hoener’s alone. 

They squeeze the mid- 
field five to allow full- 
backs to sprint upfield as 
“false wingers”, and 
the elusive “creators”, 
Henry Nwosu, a former 
national youth team 
star,and Samuel Okwar- 
aji, so confuse defences 
that the Australians bet- 
ter be on their vigilant 
guard when the teams 
meet in Seoul. 

The Aussies’ bustling, 
all-action style, however, 
could prove a big plus 
because the Nigerians 
lose their composure 


When things go 
against them, they 
switch to a frantic long- 
ball game, which goes 
against their nature, and 
they tend to be readily 
drawn into niggling con- 
frontations. 

Nigeria is richly en- 
dowed with first-class 
players whose ball con- 
trol the Socceroos cannot 
hope to match. 

They don’t come any 
sweeter than the already 
mentioned Nwosu and 
Okwaraji, but the cur- 
rent star of the team is 
Kishi, who plays for 
Anderlecht, Eddie 
Krneevic’s crack Belgian 


club. 

Kishi has been com- 
pared to Brazil’s 1986 
World Cup defender, 
Julio Cesar, now star- 
ring for Montpellier in 
France. 

Ademola Adesina, the 
right back, is a giant of a 
man who will dwarf 
Frank Farina. He is also 
one tough customer, who 
was sent off in the Afri- 
can Nations’ Cup final. 

Nigeria is in the lucky 
position of having three 
of the very best 
goalkeepers in Africa, 
with Rufai the first 
choice right now, but 
Agbonavbare, who will 
trial for English club 
Brentford after the 
Games, is breathing 
down his neck. 

Nigeria’s Olympic 
squad: 

Goalkeepers: Rufai, 
Agbonavbare, Ngo- 


Defenders: Sofoluwe, 
Omakaro, Egboibe, 
Adesine, Kishi. 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 
SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


COACHES 
REQUIRED 


for 1989 season 


First grade and under 19. 
Applications detailing experience and 
remuneration required should be posted 
to the Secretary, 

240 Gymea Bay Rd, Gymea Bay 2227. 


Closing date September 21. 


Midfielders: Nwosu, 
Oliha, Igbinaboro, 


Eguavon, Obobalfo 
Okwasaji. 

Strikers: Edobor, 
Okwaradi, Owubokiri, 
Eesin. 


OLYMPIC Soccer 
gold medal 
winners: 

1896 (no Soccer 
medals), 1900 (no Soccer 
medals), 1904 Canada, 
1908 Great Britain, 1912 
England, 1920 Belgium, 
1924 Uruguay’, 1928 
Uruguay, 1932 (no Soc- 
cer), 1936 Italy, 1948 
Sweden, 1952 Hungary, 
1956 USSR, 1960 Yi 
slavia, 1964 Hungary, 
1968 Hungary, 1972 Po- 
land, 1976 East Ger- 
many, 1980 Czecho- 
slovakia, 1984 France. 


SIINEN MINES 


SNM IIOICME NNN EENES 


SEMIEMNENENS 
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Rothmans Award 


Wading ahea 


BY KEITH GILMOUR 
THE votes in this year’s National Soccer 
Awards went South Melbourne Hellas’ 
way in the 1988 presentation function at 
Sydney's Masonic Centre last Friday night. 


And no-one came out 
better than the club’s 
hard-grafting Socceroo 
midfielder Paul Wade. 

With 28 points, he 
scooped the pool and 
the National Rothmans 
Medal, ahead of two 
great young talents in 
Sydney Olympic’s Jason 
Polak (23) and Brisbane 
Lions’ Jason Kearton 
(22). 
Asked afterwards 
whether he would be 
heading overseas, Wade 
replied: “My wife Valer- 
ie and I are just purchas- 
ing a home in Mel- 
bourne. 

“T/am well settled 
with a club that is ready 
to go places.” 

There are some good 
players around who 
were considered likely 
to have pressed him 
closer, but it was gen- 
erally felt that the choice 
of Wade was one of the 
better ones over the 
years. 

It didn’t take long for 
South Melbourne to 
clean up two more 
major honours. 

The smooth-flowing 
talents of their young 
Socceroo striker Paul 
Trimboli were duly re- 


warded as he clearly 
beat the field to become 
Under 21 Player of the 
Year. 

He told us: “I’m real- 
ly honoured. The switch 
from Sunshine proved a 
winner. 

“T haven’t given any 
consideration to going 
overseas — it is a case of 
succeeding here in Aus- 
tralia at this stage.” 

Brian Garvey felt that 
achieving Coach of the 
Year gave an inner 


low. 

Abbas Saad, of Syd- 
ney Olympic, was the 
surprise-packet of the. 
first round whilst to- 
wards the end Kearton, 
just overage for the 
Young Socceroos, might 
have been a surprise 
finisher. 

Garvey was backed by 
the club committee in a 
wholesale changeover of 
players, and he came up 
trumps. 

He was quick to point 
to the efforts of fellow 
coaches John Fleming 
(Wollongong City), Berti 
Mariani (Marconi) and 
Vedran Rozic (Sydney 
Croatia), all of whom can 
also reflect on marvel- 
lous seasons.° 


CLUB COACH 
WANTED 


Applicants are now being invited to apply for the 
position of CLUB COACH for the 1989 Season. 
Team range from U16s to Premier League. As a 
guide, 35 male teams and six female teams are in 
the club. 
We are seeking a suitably qualified person to 
develope training skills and technique for both 


players and coaches at both Junior and Senior 
levels. Written applications (including references 
and experience) should be forwarded to: 
THE SECRETARY, 
GREYSTANES SOCCER CLUB, 
P.O. BOX 230 
MERRYLANDS. NSW. 2160. 
Applicants will be invited to attend an interview with 
the Executive Committee to discuss their 
application in all matters relating to this position. 
Initial inquiries may be made by contacting: 
Mr JOE ROVELLA <> (02) 268 9126 (Bus hrs} 
APPLICATIONS CLOSE October 14th 1988 


CENTRE: 
Paul Wade, 
1988 Roth- ~ 
mans Medal 
Winner. 

from top left: 
Paul Trimboli 
(Under 21), 
Frank Farina 
(Top scorer 
and Players’ 
Player), Rob- 
bie Slater 
(Most En- 
tertaining), 
Brian Garvey 
(Coach of the 
Year). 


Guest of honour on 
the night was Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke, 
who amazed by rolling 
off most of his speech 
without hardly referring 
to his notes. ~ 

Chris Bambridge took 
over from Don Camp- 
bell as Referee of the 
Year, 

His acceptance of the 
award arrived via the 
television screen, as he 
was already in South 
Korea for advance pre- 
paration for the Olym- 
pic Games matches. 

Marconi president 
Tony Labbozzetta was 
keen to claim the right 
trophy for the 1988 NSL 
championship and he 
got it, which allowed 
Apia’s Joe Prestia to 
collect the prestigious 
Beach Fashions Cup. 

SBS TV’s Most En- 
tertaining Player 
Award, presented by 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


COURSES 
NATIONAL COACHING SCHEME 


LEVEL 2 COURSE 1 8th, 9th, 15th, 16th, 22nd, 23rd October. 


COURSE 2 29th, 30th October. 
5th, 6th, 12th, 13th November. 


FITNESS FOR SOCCER 
COURSE 19th, 20th November. 
Bridging Course 26th, 27th November. 
Level 3 Course 8th-13th January, 1989. 
Schoolboy Course 1st-6th January, 1989. 


- DETAILS AND INFORMATION 


N.S.W. SOCCER FEDERATION 
@ 629 1800 
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PARKLEA, N.S.W. 2148 


chief executive Andrew 
Lloyd James, went to 
Robbie Slater, who im- 
mediately endorsed 
journalists’ views that he 
was more “forceful and 
powerful”. 

Also in the hunt were 
his Sydney Croatia 
team- mate Manis 
Lamond, Oscar Crino 
(Footscray), Zlatko Nas- 
tevski (Marconi) and 
Scott Ollerenshaw (St 
George). 


When it came to Play- 
ers’ Player of the Year it 
was Frank Farina who 
rocketed in just as he 
did by taking the 
goalscorers’ award for 
the second year running. 

Farina recorded 230 
points, more than doub- 
ling the count for the 
next contestants, Wade 
(107) and Slater (49). 

Looking to future ta- 
lent, Paul Okon of Mar- 
coni became the North- 
ern Division’s Player of 
the Year, with George 
Alevisos from Sunshine 
succeeding in the South. 


ASW 
FEATURES 


EACH week you can 
secure the latest and 
best information on 
Soccer at your news- 
agent. 

Watch for a series of 
features from our top 
team of writers. 

* Olympic G.mes 

* Young Socceroos 

* NSL latest 

* State Leagues 

* James Hardie Indoor 
* World Indoor Cup 

starting October 21 

in Australia 
* Overseas 


BY FRANK SCICLUNA 


IF ever a team was destined to win this year’s West End National Soccer 
League championship, Marconi was always the one which was most 
likely to celebrate its 30th anniversary in triumph. 


Success, however, 
doesn’t just happen. Fate 
alone is not enough. It 
takes meticulous plan- 
ning, loads of deter- 
mination, a team posses- 
sing the necessary talent 
and, most importantly, 
sheer hard work. 

In 1988, Marconi made 
certain that it had all this 
and more. 

From the very begin- 
ning, club president Tony 
Labbozzetta and newly- 
appointed coach Berti 
Mariani got together and 
formulated their plans for 
a championship-winning 
season. Marconi was de- 
termined to celebrate its 
anniversary in style. 

Facilities at Marconi 
Stadium were upgraded 
with a new covered 
grandstand and modern 
dressing-room facilities. 
New floodlights were in- 
stalled and Marchioness 
Maria Cristina Marconi 
was invited to join the fes- 
tivities. 

All that was needed to 
make 1988 an unforgett- 
able year was the club’s 
first national title since 
1979. 

To complement an 
already strong squad of 
players, Marconi lured 
Kiwi international striker 
Fred de Jong to Bossley 
Park; signed Peter Katho- 
los from Apia, and later 
obtained the services of 
young Socceroo keeper 
Brett Hughes. 

Everything was set for 
success, but that alone 
was not enough for the 
league’s youngest coach. 

As Mariani confessed 
during last week’s 
championship celebra- 
tions: ‘‘Right from the 
very beginning we set out 
to play a style of football 
which was competitive as 
well as entertaining be- 
cause there is no other 
way for Australian Soccer 
to survive”. 

Mariani and his team 
achieved just that with 55 
goals from 30 matches to 
earn a well-deserved tag 
of “the entertainers”’ 
along the way. It’s more 
than likely that Marconi is 
the second favourite team 
of most rival fans. 

Croatia’s Socceroo 
striker Graham Arnold 
said as much after the 
grand final when he 
admitted: “It’s a huge dis- 
appointment, but if we 
Were meant to lose, I’m 
glad it was against Mar- 
coni”’. 

A clear indication of 
what lay ahéad came in 
the opening league match 
of the season when Sun- 
shine George Cross visi- 
ted Bossley Park and 
were demolished 6-0. The 
fact that Sunshine 
finished up missing a 
semi-final berth by a 
whisker emphasises the 
frightening power Marco- 
ni displayed that night, 
but as Mariani consistent- 
Jy stressed to his players: 


Above: NSW premier Nick Greiner being intro- 


duced to Marconi. 


“Everything we do is 
aimed at hitting top form 
on the 4th of September. 
The grand final is the one 
game which will decide 
the championship”. In his 
first year of coaching, the 
league’s youngest coach 
proved to be quite 
prophetic. 

After suffering a deci- 
sive 3-0 defeat at the 
hands of South Mel- 
bourne early in the sea- 
son, Marconi put together 
an 11-match unbeaten run 
which took it to the top of 
the table. But an unex- 
pected 1-0 loss to rele- 
gated Brunswick Juventus 
in May signalled the be- 
ginning of a slump which 
produced no more than 
eight points from their 
next 10 matches. 

Hardly championship 
winning form, but 
Mariani was still confi- 
dent. “We have the talent 
to go all the way, ” he 
insisted, “‘and the semi- 
finals will bring out the 
best out of this side.” 

Finishing in fourth 
position, albeit only two 
points behind a three-way 
tie at the top, meant that 
Marconi had to create his- 
tory to win the title. 

No-one had ever done 
it from there before, but 
the sheer guts and de- 
termination which saw 
the side come back from 
the dead against Sydney 
Olympic and repeat the 


effort with a 2-1 defeat of 
South Melbourne in the 
mud and slush of Olympic 
Park proved decisive. 
When minor premiers 
Wollongong City were 
comfortably brushed 
aside 2-0, the stage was 
set for an epic grand 
final between two Fair- 
field giants who were un- 


questionably the 
strongest teams in the 
country. 


That magnificent cli- 
max in front of 17,000 
fans at Parramatta Sta- 
dium will go down as one 
of the greatest National 
Soccer League matches of 
all-time and provided a 
fairytale ending for the 
longest-serving player in 
the league. 

No-one could have 
dreamed up a scenario 
where in his final game 
after 10 seasons at Bos- 
sley Park, Tony Hender- 
son will be presented with 
the chance of giving his 
club the championship 
with his last kick in Mar- 
coni colours. And that’s 
when fate reared its head. 

That was without doubt 
the greatest moment in a 
season chockfull of high- 
lights for Marconi. From 
Peter Sharne’s short-lived 
comback, after an abs- 
ence of three years, to 
Eddie Krncevic returning 


_ CONTINUED 
IN PAGE 7 


AVALA SPORTS CLUB 


invites applications for team coaches for 


under 13, 14, 15 and 17 years grades, 
also coach for the under 19 team. 


eS 
Applications close September 30 and 
should be addressed to Mr Michael 
Urukalo, PO Box 226, Cabramatta 2166. 


O00 


For further information ring 
Jack Cirjanic 


@ (02) 607 3650 


Eagles topple depleted Demons 


MELITA Eagles qualified for the NSW grand final 
following a bruising 2-1 victory over Blacktown 
City last Sunday evening at Marconi Stadium. 


It was typical cup foot- 
ball, with the winner 
going through and the los- 
er forced into another 90 
minutes next week for the 
second spot in the Grand 
Final. 

Lee Sterrey’s tackle on 


Eagles 
double 


Melita Eagles youth 
team joined its senior 
squad in the NSW 
grand final after de- 
feating Blacktown 
City 2-1 at Marconi 
Stadium last Sunday. 

Despite being a goal 
down after Billy Mannix 
scored in the 26th minute, 
Melita was always the 
better team and with 
goals from John Kero in 
the 38th and Darren Pratt 
in the 66th, the red and 
whites went on to qualify. 

Pratt hit the post earlier 
on and looked set for 
another goal midway 
through the second half 
but failed to find the net. 

However, his thumping 
drive from close to the 
line after a melee in the 
66th carried his team 
home. 


MELITA EAGLES: Pupovac, 
Colro, Daley, Vasic, Cabassl, 
Ashton, Ortiz, Kero, Rago, 
Pratt, Court (Bath). 

BLACKTOWN CITY: Bow- 
man, Cutler, Milanj, Edmonds, 
Cassoriey, Mannix, Ellem, Gen- 
die, Berry (McArdle), Moffitt, 
Suman. 


Anthony Versi early in 
the game typified the 
style that was going to 
prevail with referee Man- 
ny Loupis having to issue 
no less then six yellow 
cards and one red during 
the game. 

Lee and Glenn Sterrey,' 
Zarko Odzakov, Ralph 
Maier and Bob Naumov 
received cautions for 
Blacktown, while Hugo 
Jimenez was booked for 
Melita. 

Sterrey, booked during 
the first period for a late 
tackle, appeared to have 
misjudged his 73rd mi- 
nute tackle on Anthony 
Versi and was promptly 
dismissed, leaving Black- 
town City one man short 
for the rest of the match. 

But it was Blacktown 
who dominated proceed- 
ings from then on, despite 
being a man down, with 
Sterrey heading over the 
bar from a corner kick by 
John Cavanah in the 80th 
minute. Alan Reis also 
had two fairly comfort- 
able openings in the en- 
suing seven minutes of 
play. 

He raced away from 
Craig Williams to face 
Alex McPherson at an 
angle, but should have 
done better from a mere 
seven metres with the 
goalkeeper running out to 
cut the shooting angle. 
Reis’ left-footer went 
high and wide. 

With only three mi- 


nutes remaining, it was 
Darren. Northam who 
broke through before sen- 
ding in a useful cross. 

Alex Robertson 
headed straight to Reis, 
whose 18 metre shot skied 
over the bar though he 
was under no pressure at 
all. 
Reis was brought down 
some 22 metres from the 
line in the dying seconds 
of the game and much 
was expected from Odza- 
kov, but the freekick 
specialist failed to live up 
to his reputation, sending 
in a poor shot. 

Some desperate de- 
fence by Melita managed 
to clear the danger 
following two successive 


corner kicks before the 
Eagles retaliated. 

Jemal Meerbani’s dash 
was cut short after a tack- 
le some 25 metres from 
the goal line and from the 
ensuing free kick, Greg 
Brown shot well over the 
bar. 

The referee ordered a 
re-take following Black- 
town’s error with the wall 
moving forward before 
the ball had been kicked. 

This time Brown simply 
“passed” back to the 
Demon keeper. 

However, the rugged 
forward was the man re- 
sponsible for the goal of 
the evening. He broke 
through on the right hand 
side, managed to slip the 


Uruguay’s last hurrah? 


ON Sunday Blacktown 
City will meet Uru- 
guay Penrith for the 
right to face Melita 
Eagles in the grand 
final the following 
week. 


The Demons, back in, 


the NSL and with their 
tails up after winning the 
premiership, will be hard 
to toss. 

Their semi-final loss to 
Melita Eagles came after 
the Demons were re- 
duced to 10 men, indicat- 
ing that with a full- 
strength team, the red 
and blacks are going to be 
the side to beat. 

So far Blacktown has 
beaten Uruguay 2-1 and 
5-0. 


A sign of things to 
come? 

Uruguay certainly has 
players with the quality to 
subdue the Demons, but I 
think that the best teams 
in the competition will 
find their way into the 
grand final. That includes 
the Demons as well as the 
Eagles. 

However, to get there, 
Blacktown surely have to 
put shackles on Aytek 
Genc, John McKie and 
Adam Sandy, the big dan- 
ger men at Uruguay. 

The Demons will also 
have to wait and find out 
if Glen Sterrey will be 
available for the final as 
he has to face the judici- 
ary this week. 


ball through the legs of 
Jason Dunn, then slip a 
pass to Lenny Vial who 
deflected the ball just in- 
side the near post. 

With only three mi- 
nutes left, Brown was in 
the clear following a neat 
pass from Jimenez but his 
shot was well saved by 
Steve Watson. 

Melita won the game in 
extra-time but its effort at 
the very start of this 
match could have made 
the extra 30 minutes un- 
necessary. 

Brown’s freekick in the 
7th was nothing short of 
awful, while his thunder- 
ing volley, minutes later 
from a fine deep cross by 
Vial, finished inches wide 
of the near post. 

Melita should have had 
a goal in the 9th minute. 
Versi broke inside the 
area, drew one defender, 
and with the keeper off 
his line had Vial and 
Brown in support close to 
the goal line, but he 
elected to go for broke, 
and broke he went, shoot- 
ing well over the bar with 
his team mates clutching 
their heads in disbelief. 

Bobby Naumov’s speed 
and accuracy gave Black- 
town the lead after 20 mi- 
nutes, against the run of 
play, and for a period of 
time it looked as if Melita 
would be unable to find 
its way back into proceed- 
ings. 

Then came the equalis- 
er from Melita’s favourite 
son, Ray Farrugia. Lenny 
Vial drew two defenders, 
then slipped his pass to an 


oe 


unmarked Farrugia just 
inside the penalty area. 
Watson came out, but the 
experienced Melita mid- 
fielder made no mistake 
with his low shot. 

A rough and tumble 
second period failed to 
provide an opening at 
either end before Ster- 
rey’s send-off, with a 
number of players making 
unusual errors. 

It was a game that 
Alfredo Barrios would 
like to forget in a hurry. 
He ambled around the 
park at a snail’s pace and 
hardly put a foot right, 
having to be replaced af- 
ter yet another error in 
the 70th minute when dis- 
possesed by Odzakov. 

Ean Rodrigues and 
Meerbani were a tower of 
strength in Melita’s de- 
fence, Jimenez worked 
tirelesly all day, while 
Brown made some strong 
runs for the Eagles. Far- 
Tugia was in fine touch 
until replaced for the ex- 
tra-time play. 

Blacktown’s best were 
Watson, Lee Sterrey, 
Northam, Denyer and 
Naumov as well as the 
speedy Brett 
Thornthwaite before his 
unfortunate replacement. 

MELITA EAGLES: McPhi 
son, Rodrigues, Meerbani, 
llams, Robertson, Barrlos 


(McFadden 70m), Vial, Farrugia 
(Cerro Sim), Versi, Jimenez, 
Brown. 


BLACKTOWN CITY: Watson, 
L.Sterrey, G.Sterrey, Dunn, 
Northam, Denyer, Odzakov, 


Mailer, Reis, Naumov; 
Thornthwaite (Cavanah 35m, 
Kay 110m). 


Referee: M Loupis. Crowd: 
1,680 


TED THORNTHWAITE, 
a popular personality 
at Blacktown Soccer 
Club and around the 
Sydney scene, col- 
lapsed and died in the 
stand at Marconi Sta- 
dium during Sunday’s 
match between Black- 
town City and Melita 
Eagles. 

His son Brett was play- 
ing for the Demons and 
was in great touch when 
he was asked to leave the 
field by Roberto Viera, 
Blacktown’s stand-in 
coach. 

The youngster, una- 
ware of the incident in the 
stand, raced around the 
ground perimeter to be 
with his father as para- 
medics tried in vain to re- 
vive him. 

After some 40 minutes, 
Mr Thornthwaite was 
taken to hospital, but was 
pronounced dead on 
arrival. 

Our deepest sympathy 
is extended to his family. 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION FINALS 


THIS SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 17TH & 18TH 1988 


STATE LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
MARCONI STADIUM 


STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
POTTS PARK 


11.00am 3rd C'belltown C v Maroubra Q'Park 
1.00pm 2nd Avala v Granville Chile 
3.00pm 1st Syd Macedonia v Fairy Meadow 


: STATE LEAGUE 3RD DIVISION 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
CAWARRA PARK 


1.00pm U/19 Mt Druitt Town v Rooty Hill W 
3.00pm 1st Baulkham Hills v M’bank L ‘pool 


1.00pm U/19 Sutherland Shire v Blacktown City 


oom ist URUGUAY PENRITH 
V 


BLACKTOWN CITY 


S 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 2 


1.00pm 2nd Padstow Park v Rosebery 
3.00pm 1st P’wood Botany v Rangers Hadjuk 


INTER URBAN ZND DIVISION 


SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 1 


1.00pm 2nd Greenisland v Concord Jrs 
3.00pm ist Trasandinos v Greenisland 


INTER URBAN 3RD DIVISION 


SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 2 


1.00pm 2nd Mt Pritchard v Amcliffe 
3.00pm ist Hellas v SSC Zagreb 


INTER URBAN 4TH DIVISION 


SUNDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 
VALENTINE PARK 1 


1.00pm 2nd Liverpool Olympic v GNS United 
3.00pm 1st Cobreioa v Belmore Hercules 


DONT MISS THE 
ACTION — BE THERE 
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D:: is drawing as close as next 
Dscres for Australia’s Olympian 
Socceroos. 
Coach Frank Arok classes the matches in Korea as 
the absolute pinnacle of his sporting life. 
And the same situation will il SpPly for so many of 
his team and the supporting staff. 


It is well to recall just wide: they are coming up 
against, as they strive for the four points that would 
take them into the next round. 

Once the Olympic Games stood as an easy mark 
for the ‘shamateurs’ for Eastern bloc countries, with 
the standard of many of the other teams being of 
doubtful quality. 

Football in this Olympic Games series will be of 
superb standard, and indeed a one-off affair in which 
oes pave been revised to obtain high-quality natio- 
nal sides. 


After this time around the Games will alter drama- 
tically to become an under 23 series, giving FIFA 
cover for world tournaments from under 16, 20 and 
23 years groupings. 

Then, of course, comes the marvels of the World 

itself, and the whole show will be further en- 
hanced by the forthcoming inaugural world women’s 
tournament. 


Imagine the leagues of Germany and Yugoslavia 
making provision for deferments for Olympic Games 
commitments, and Italy holding back the commence- 
ment of its season to allow for the Games. 

Australia for its part will have to approach each 
game as a deadly earnest cup tie. 

Farther, the chance of success increases markedly 
should the mighty dream of taking two points from 
Yugoslavia somehow reach fruition from the first 
game. 

It is no secret that the Yugoslavs have a class of 
play that the Australians can only dream about. 

The sheer bravado of the Bicentennial Gold Cup 
forays will be replaced by some cl tactics 
on opposing key players, followed by some hitting on 
the breaks. 

FIFA has instructed the referees to utisise their 
‘fair play’ powers. 

Tempers will have to be contained, and Arok has 
instructed his players to strictly avoid retaliation and 

‘the resultant penalties. 


Temperament will go a long way towards deciding 


issues, so it is up to the Socceroos to weather the 
storms. 

Whilst dealing with international affairs, it is 
appropriate to record another little-known fact con- 
cerning one Australian at the Olympics. 

Referee Chris Bambridge, who won the accolade 
of Australian Referee of the Year, achieves a miles- 
tone that may never fall to an Australian again. 

By serving at the Games he will have been an 
arbiter at World under 16, 20, Olympic Games and 
World Cup football. 

What a record! And there is the distinct possibility 
that he could handle a semi-final as well if all goes 
well. 

Appointments to finals have, however, often been 
rot in the province of FIFA president Joao Have- 

ges 

It is understood that Brian Emery, whose resigna- 
tion as ASF executive director took effect in July, is 
in Korea as a FIFA organiser. 


Mount Pritchard 
SF 


Community and eg Ay 


District Federation ‘eam 
Soccer Club \ ery) 


REQUIRE 
a Club Head Coach to take charge 
of their 


side for an exciting 1989 season and oversee 

the development of the large junior/youth 
sides. 

All applicants are asked to apply in writing 

with credentials to: 


Mt Pritchard Soccer Coach Position, 
c/o ASW, PO Box 406 
Broadway, NSW 2007 
* Mt Pritchard is a forward-moving and 


ambitious NSW club, looking to a big future 
and high status. 
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rei) New SM Hellas dynasty 


BY GREG BLAKE 


POST-season. post-mortems are usually re- 
served for the clubs who didn’t make it in 
the year passed and, strictly speaking, 
South Melbourne Hellas did “fail” in 1988 


by losing both its final play-off games. 


Post-mortem is also 
used to describe the pro- 
cedure used to establish 
a cause of death in the 
dearly departed. 

In that sense I would 
be doing South Melbou- 
me a grave (excuse the 
pun) injustice to call this 
a post-mortem of the just 
concluded season be- 
cause Hellas is alive and 


kicking. 

Indeed, Middle Park 
is more alive now than it 
has been in many a long 
year with expectations 

that the new breed 
of “Baby Blues” born 


. this year will go on to 


achieve great things in 
the next few years. 

No team has thrilled 
Melbourne fans as Hel- 
las did in ’88 for many 
years in Victoria. 

It might not have won 
every week but it cer- 
tainly gave value for 
money with the young, 
reckless crew throwing 
itself into a season-long 
series of cliff-hangers 
and goal feasts. 

And the good thing is 
that if Brian Garvey can 
keep his team together 
(the talk is that both 
Postecoglou and Wade 
could be lost) there is no 
reason why the excite- 
ment will end. 


Which means the 
crowds will keep pouring 
back to Middle Park and 


“Booming crowds,” 


Figures 
do lie! 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


that IS good for the 
game down south. 

Garvey, himself by 
nature a seemingly shy 
type in public, i is certain- 
ly an enigma in the game 
in Victoria. 

Opinions on the man 


contrast dramatically 
and yet no-one can dis- 
pute his work as the Hel- 
las supremo in his 
second year at the helm. 

He “sacked” six of 
the best at the start of 
the season and still 


kak 


AT the Sydney Town 
Hall for the Socceroo 
farewell was former Pra- 
gue great, RON LORD. 
His career as goalkeeper 
stretched from 1948 to 
1964, but unfortunately 
his prime time was when 
Australia was outside 
FIFA and international 
matches were taboo. 

So, on the official re- 
cord he is shown as only 
representing Australia 
once, and that was not 
an ‘A’ international. 

What a situation for a 
man who is still classed 
all these years later as 
the greatest goalkeeper 
ever produced in Aus- 
tralia. 

And Lord wasn’t 
playing in days of weak 
opposition. 

Often he had imports 
as skilled as Leopold 
Baumgartner and Her- 
bert Ninaus drilling the 
shots in at his goal. 


kak 


NEXT WEEK 


SYDNEY CROATIA 


The club that 
just missed the 
NSL title by 
a hair’s breadth 


headline in a Sydney morning newspaper. 


screamed the bold 


The article, spread over the entire top of a page, 
went on to boast that the NSW rugby league competi- 
tion had attracted 1,770,549 spectators this year — 
286,404 more than last season. 

Splendid figures, bravo rugby league, and all that. 

Closer scrutiny, however, revealed that all is not 
what it seems in the self-proclaimed “world’s 
greatest sport,” and that do lie. 

Rugby league’s crowds include the home attend- 
ances of the five teams not based in Sydney. Brisbane 
Broncos, Gold Coast, Newcastle, Illawarra and Can- 
berra alone drew 665,554 people to their home fix- 
tures. 

The 11 Sydney clubs are left with 1,104,105 be- 
tween them for 22 rounds. This means that in 1988 
only 50,000 watched rugby league every weekend in 
the metropolitan area. 

Hardly an impressive figure when you consider the 
saturation mass coverage rugby league enjoys and 
the 3,400,000-population it can draw on. 

It shows that 98.5 percent of Sydneysiders are just 
woe interested despite the media blitz in print and on 

ie air. 

Soccer’s grand final, despite its 17,000-plus crowd, 
was buried by all the rugby league preliminary final 
hype though Balmain and Cronulla only attracted 
twice as many spectators to the centrally located 
Sydney Football Stadium. 

If all the centimetres were added up and all the 
television and radio decibels totalled, rugby league 
would, very conservatively, have received a hundred 
times more publicity than Soccer. 

Yet, the ratio in the final crowd “scoreline” on 
Sunday, September 4 was barely two to one in 
Jeague’s favour! 
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Jimmy Rooney out 


Instability again! 


BY GREG BLAKE 


JUST three weeks 
from the end of Victor- 
ia’s cut-throat State 
League season, re- 
legation-threatened 
Bulleen has sacked its 
coach Jimmy Rooney. 

The former Socceroo 
champion, who was 
appointed Bulleen coach 
in this its first State 
League year, was in- 
formed of the club’s deci- 
sion at a committee meet- 
ing last week. 

The decision to “ask 
him to resign” was taken 
hot on the heels of Bul- 
leen’s 7-1 thrashing at the 
hands of Ringwood City 
on September 4. 

As with the demise of 
Terry Hennessey at 
Heidelberg just one week 
previously, the decision 
to remove Rooney as 
coach within weeks of the 
end of the season has 
been loudly criticised in 
Soccer circles. 

“It’s ludicrous: he 
couldn’t have done more 
than he did,” Thomas- 
town boss Billy Murray 
said of the shock decision. 

Equally as irate was 
Springvale coach Gus 
McLeod, who told ASW: 
“I’m sick about it as it 
just shows how bad the 
game can be here at 
times.” 

Rooney admitted he 
was “a wee bit shocked 
with just three weeks re- 
maining in the season.” 

“But I guess it will 
give me more time to put 
into my work,” he said 
with just a trace of di- 
sappointment in his voice. 

“There’s no animos- 
ity, and I hope the club 
survives.” 

Bulleen’s decision com- 
es at a crucial time for the 
club in its bid to avoid 
relegation. 


But regardless of how 
the club fares in its final 
games, Rooney ,at least 
from the outside looking 
in, has done a fine job. 

In any other season 
than this cut-throat 1988 
campaign, a placing 
around 10th on the table 
of 16 would be an accept- 


able finish in a club’s first, 


attempt at the premier 
league. 

Rooney has done the 
job relying mainly on the 
players who brought Bul- 
leen up. And true to his 
credo of promoting local 
talent, he has purchased 
just three players locally 
and refused to use up op- 
tions of visa players. 

The club maintains that 
his policy of sticking to 
the established players 
had little to do with his 
leaving. 

But Rooney thinks 
otherwise. 

“They had money to 
spend and I think they 
wanted to buy new play- 
ers,” he told ASW. 

“But I will never 
change my direction of 
trying to promote local 
talent.” 


Bulleen secretary 
Adrian Benetti wasn’t 
prepared to be drawn on 
the reasons for the club’s 
decision, but said it was 
made “regretfully”. 

Former Footscray 
JUST star Zvradko Lujic 
has taken over in a 
caretaker role until the 
end of the season. 


turned the club around. — 


I wonder if Garvey’s 
efforts aren’t a signal to 
other Melbourne clubs. 

He was in his second 
year at the club and is 
only behind John 
Gardiner at Sunshine 
George Cross (three 
years) as Victoria’s 
longest-serving NSL 
coach. 


Preston Makedonia, 
Melbourne Croatia and 
Juventus all changed 
coaches during the sea- 
son at least once. 


Both Garvey and 
Gardiner have had their 
problems at times, but 
their clubs stuck by 


_ them, gave them time 


and now it is paying di- 
vidends. 

It is no surprise that 
Hellas and Georgie were 
Melbourne’s two best- 
performed teams in 
1988. 


Hellas achieved some 
quite remarkable feats in 
its memorable year, 
particularly in the area 
of discipline (see Johnny 
Warren’s tribute to Hel- 
las’ fair play elsewhere 
in this issue). 


South Melbourne also 
discovered, or redisco- 
vered, a number of fine 
players. 

For me, Steve Tasios, 
so long plagued by in- 
juries, was the most im- 
proved player of the sea- 
son, but not by much. 


Paul Trimboli, nur- 
tured by George Cross, 
blossomed in 1988. 

Paul Wade, the mid- 
fielder with the heart of 
“Phar Lap”, had 
another outstanding 
season. 


Danny Wright lifted 
his game to his Brisbane 
form and the likes of 
Steve Blair and Angie 
Postecoglou showed why 
they are automatic first 
choices. 


The young brigade, 
with special praise for 
Paul Fernandez, came 
through a testing year 
with flying colours. 


George Kalogeros, 
Paul Foster and David 
Healy, even young Kim 
Taliadoros, helped form 
a new Hellas dynasty 
that could take the club 
well into the 1990s. 

1989 can’t come 
around quickly enough 
for the Hellas fans: 


KUZE ON JOB 


JOSIP KUZE, the for- 
mer Sydney Croatia 
coach who led them to a 
State League title, and 
Apia player, made an 
interesting coaching 
transition recently. 

Kuze has taken over 
at the helm of Yugoslav 
Cup winners, Borac 
Banja Luka, who re- 
markably won the cup 
from a lowly position in 
the Second Division. 

Kuze spent 1987 as 
assistant coach at the 
highly rated Dinamo 
Zagreb, whose league 
game against Hajduk 
Split can be seen at 
5.30pm on SBS on 
Saturday, September 
24. 


 End-of-seaso 


FOR what it’s worth, this is how | saw 


Australian Soccer's “best” for 1988. 


“‘Coaches of the 
Year” are “no contest” 
— Frank Arok and 
Eddie Thomson, for 


their amazing work with | 


the Winfield Socceroos, 
should have special 
Coach of the Year 
medals struck for them. 

On the club level, I 
am going to upset some 
people with my selection 
— Brian Garvey, of 
South Melbourne. 

The first Australian, 
and youngest coach to 


win a national title, : 


Berti Mariani; John 
Fleming’s super-deeds 
with Wollongong; and 


Brian Garvey in full cry. 


nal ritchie 


for a guest appearance 
against Adelaide City. 

The huge celebrations 
in August to commemo- 
rate the club’s 30th 
anniversary and Berti 
Mariani becoming the 
only Australian-born 
coach to lead his side to a 
title, Bossley Park was 
where it all happened. 

Fairfield City Mayor, 
Alderman Maria Heggie, 
freely admits to not being 
a Soccer connoisseur, but 
she watched the two Fair- 
field representatives lock- 
ed in combat on grand 
final day. 


“unlucky” dual runner- 

up Vedran Rozic, of 
, Sydney Croatia, could 
| all justifiably lay claim 
to the Club Coach of the 
! Year. 

But for me, Garvey 
did heaps more than go 
within a whisker of pull- 
ing off an amazing dou- 
ble with his young, en- 
terprising, entertaining 
and, for South Melbou- 
me, revolutionary team. 

South Melbourne, for 
the first time in their his- 
tory, backed their coach 
and were repaid way be- 
fore time. 

More importantly, 


Marconi’s date with destiny 


(from page 4) 

“It made me extremely 
proud to see these two 
fine clubs battling it out, 
knowing that the city of 
Fairfield was assured of 
providing the national 
champions,”’she said last 
week. “Our city has pro- 
duced a number of indi- 
vidual Australian cham- 
pions in: the past, but Soc- 
cer is the only sport where 
a team representing Fair- 
field has brought such 
honour to our City.” 


For Marconi to carry 
out the title and also com- 
plete the double with a 


South Melbourne play- 
ed the game the way it is 
supposed to be played, 
fairly. 

They received only 15 
yellow cards in 30 odd 
matches and not a single 
Hellas youngster copped 
a red card. 

FIFA’s Fair Play ex- 
ecutive would be proud 
of South Melbourne. 

Player of the Year 
HAS to be a Winfield 


National Youth League 
championship in Fair- 
field’s centenary year is 
absolutely incredible. 

Alderman Heggie will 
bring an unforgettable 
season for Marconi to a 
climax with a civic recep- 
tion held at the Fairfield 
Council Chambers on 
September 21. 

Marconi fans have 
waited nine long years for 
a repeat of the 1979 
triumph. The fact that it 
finally came in the club’s 
30th anniversary makes 
their championship suc- 
cess so much sweeter. 


Socceroo, considering 
the hectic international 
programme of our natio- 
nal team. 

Friendlies with IFK 
Goteborg, two matches 
against Dinamo Zagreb, 
the Olympic qualifiers, 
the Bicentennial Gold 
Cup, and now the Olym- 
pics, meant a minimum 
of 17 games over and 
above club matches for 
Frank Arok’s boys. 

Which Socceroos had 
outstanding internatio- 
nal and club seasons? 

For me, you’d have to 
choose between Paul 
Wade and Frank Farina, 
with Oscar Crino not far 
behind. 


nawards 


Charlie Yankos, like 
Arok and Thomson, 
should receive a special 
award for that unbeliev- 
able goal against Argen- 
tina. 

For similar reasons, I 
would award the under 
21 Player of the Year to 
Scott Ollerenshaw, who 
clearly established a 
spot for himself in the 
Winfield Socceroos’ 
starting line up. 

Paul Trimboli, Jason 
Polak, John Markovski, 
and a host of other 
young players, have had 
outstanding seasons. 

Our playing future, it 
; appears, is in good 
hands. 


Alan Lytton back 


at the NSW helm 


FROM HEATHER REID 


FORMER NSW coach and 1988 assistant 
coach, Alan Lytton, will take over the reins 
of the NSW women’s representative team, 
which is due to compete in the 15th Aus- 
tralian Women’s Soccer Championships in 


Newcastle, starting next Sunday. 


Kristine James, Lean- 
ne Edmundson, Kim 
Roe and Meryl Geribo 
represented Australia 
against Massachusetts 
Girls Soccer club in 
Perth in July, and 
should find the open-age 
tournament more com- 
petitive than that 
offered in Perth. 

Meanwhile, Victoria 
will also introduce three 
National Youth squad 
players to the open age 
competition. 

Former Darwin repre- 
sentative, Sarah Cooper 
and Coburg defender, 
Lee-Ann Hamilton,both 
played for Australia in 
the USA in 1987. 

Central defender 

Melinda Marty has yet 
to play in a full in- 
ternational, but did 
represent the AWSA in 
the drawn test series 
against the Australian 
schoolgirls earlier this 
year. 
Eight teams will con- 
test the championship at 
the Tubemakers Re- 
creation Field in 
Newcastle. 

The competition is 
structured on last year’s 
seedings and each team 
plays six other States. 

In this way, Tasmania 
does not meet NSW; 
Victoria avoids playing 
South Australia; North- 
ern NSW does not play 
ACT, and Queensland 
will not meet WA. 

During the champ- 
ionships, national coach 
John Doyle will select 
the national team to 
contest the third 
Oceania Cup in Bris- 
bane next March. 


Uwe Bracklow, 
announced last week 
| that he was no longer 


available to guide the 
team through the com- 
petition and he has left 
the job to Lytton. 

Apart from recently 
becoming a father, 
Bracklow has struck 
other problems and is no 
longer able to work with 
the team. 

The NSW line-up is 
dominated by the eight 
internationals who com- 
peted in the FIFA 
Women’s World Tour- 
nament in China in 
June. 

Toni McMahon, 
Anissa Tann, Mandi 
Langlar, Kim Lembryk, 
Julie Dolan, Carol Vin- 
son, Janine Riddington 
and Julie Dolan were 
late inclusions in the 
national team despite 
not having played int the 
1987 AWSA Champion- 
ships. 

It is understood that 
Julie Dolan will captain 
NSW. 

Four Australian 
Youth squad players 
have also been included 
in the team. 


The Oceania Cup 
marks the first full in- 
ternational tournament 
to be staged in Austra- 
lia. Competitors include 
New Zealand, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Polynesia, 
Papua-New Guinea and 
India. 

The best games 
should be as follows: 
Sunday 18th, 1pm — 
NSW v Qld; Monday 
10am — Qld v Vic; 
Tuesday 11.30 — SA v 
Nthn NSW; Wednesday 
10 — Nthn NSW v 
NSW; Thursday 11.30 
— Vic v Nthn NSW; Fri- 


The appointed coach, ; day 10 — NSW v Vic; 


Saturday 24th, 12no0on 
Championship Final (1 v 
2). 


The Johnny Warren Page 


Soccer Dollars 


WITH all the end-of-season festivities, it 
would be nice if in the future we used our 
Soccer social clubs for some of the “big” 
events. 


I am speaking of NSW only when I say that the 
Apia Club, St George or Marconi would be ideal 
venues rather than the swanky Sheratons, Hiltons, 
etc, we always seem to use when the big event comes 
along. = — 

The social clubs backing Soccer in Sydney have 
been the heart and soul of the game, not only in 
NSW, but Australia-wide for many years. 

They’ve put up the dollars, backed the game to 
the hilt but, always, get the shove when the black 
ties come out at season’s end. 

It would be a nice change to see some of the 
Staggering amount of dollars shelved out on end-of- 
season functions spent in our own sport. 


AUSTRALIA will take a pretty good track 
record to Seoul for their second and third 
matches, against Brazil and Nigeria respec- 
tively, at the Dongdaemon Stadium. 

Prior to the building of the Seoul Olympic Sta- 
dium, the Dongdaemon Stadium was the major 
stadium in South Korea. 

The Socceroos have played there eight times in 
the past — and have yet to be beaten. 

A 3-1 win and 2-2 draw with the then Olympic 
bronze medallists, Japan, and a 2-1. win and 1-1 
draw with South Korea in the 1969 World Cup 
elimination matches, were the first of many “happy” 
results at the Dongdaemon. If “Uncle” Joe Via- 
sits’ team of "69 had a splendid tournament there, 
Rale Rasic’s 70-74 side maintained the unbeaten 
record — a 1-1 draw and 2-0 win in 1972, and a 2-2 
draw in the 1973 World Cup elimination round. 

Jimmy Shoulder’s 1977 World Cup team kept the 
slate clean with a 0-0 draw. 

Hopefully, our ’88 Socceroos can maintain our 
unbeaten run at Dongdaemon, albeit against decide- 
ly stronger opposition this time. E 


rdley Awards 


THE inaugural Yardley Gold Australian Foot- 
baller of the Year Dinner at the Sydney Sher- 
aton Wentworth last Wednesday evening 
was the first occasion I can recall when all 
football codes got together. 

Australia’s first Yardley Gold Footballer of the 
Year Award went to an ex-Soccer player — 
Michael O'Connor of the Manly ERY league 
club. 

The former rugby union international and cur- 
rent rugby league star was a junior Soccer player 
up to the age of 13. 

O'Connor's grounding in Soccer is the reason 
for his “fine’’ kicking skills in rugby league. 

He was a contemporary of former Young Soc- 
ceroo and Canberra City fullback Danny Moulis, 
who believes O’Connor would have made it to 
Socceroo level had he stayed in the game. 

Soccer was well represented at the Awards, 
with ASF chairman lan Brusasco, Marconi presi- 
dent Tony Labbozzetta, and most of Marconi’s 
championship-winning team among the many 
guests. 

In the Soccer Awards section of the evening, 
the various nominations and winners were: 

FAVOURITE TEAM: Brisbane Lions, Marconi, 
Footscray and South Melbourne, with MARCONI 
the winners. 

BEST NEWCOMER: Jason Kearton (Brisbane 
Lions), John Markovski (Sunshine), Jason Polak 
(Sydney Olympic) and Paul Trimboli (South Mel- 
bourne). The winner: Paul Trimboli. 

FAVOURITE PLAYER: Oscar Crino (Footscray), 
Charlie Yankos (Apia), Frank Farina (Marconi), Paul 
Wade (South Melbourne), with Frank Farina poll- 
ing most votes from the readers of TV WEEK. 


Remember, only 
Lotio gives you 
a chance at a 
million every 
time you play. 
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BY GREG BLAKE 


ALL three main con- 
tenders for Victoria’s 
State League champ- 
ionship have declared 
their wish to play in 
the West End National 
Soccer League in 
1988. 

St Albans has joined 
former NSL outfit 
Heidelberg and Italian- 
backed Thomastown as 
an applicant to join the 
league, should it win the 
State League and the 
play-off against Brisbane 
City and Adelaide 
Croatia. 

Of the trio, Heidelberg 
has the best credentials, 
having already spent 11 
mostly successful years at 
the top level. 

But outside Victoria 
little is known of either 
Thomastown or St Albans 
Dinamo. 

There are four main 
areas to evaluate when 
looking at the NSL poten- 
tial of any club, namely 
finances/sponsorship, 
membership/drawing 
power, playing and 
coaching strength and 
ground/facilities. 

Based on that criteria, 
here’s how the three clubs 
shape up for 1989. 


HEIDELBERG 


Finances have proved 
an enormous problem for 
Heidelberg in the past: 
not so long ago they were 
in desperate trouble with 
a six-figure debt. 

As one club official 
says: “Nobody wanted to 
know us.” 

Astute planning has re- 
duced the debt by over 
$200,000 and the club is 
back on sound financial 
footing. 

AS Melbourne’s 

_ second-biggest Greek 
club there is little doubt 
sponsorship potential is 
enormous. 

The crowd-pulling 
potential of Heidelberg is 
well documented from its 
NSL glory days when 


averages were up around 


Heidelberg’s Mike Valentine 


the 4,000-mark. 

Surprisingly, member- 
ship figures show a 15 
percent increase this year 
from 1987 despite relega- 
tion to the State League. 

Their Olympic Village 
ground has some of the 
best facilities in Mel- 
bourne and the newly- 
opened VIP rooms are 
impressive. However, the 
playing pitch could do 
with an overhaul. 


If Jim Tansey takes ' 


over from where Terry 
Hennessey left off and 
lifts the Bergers to the 
State League title and 
into the NSL, he'll be a 
chance to lead the team 
again next season. 

But whoever gets the 
job won’t run into any 
real problems with an 
accomplished squad at his 
disposal. 

Newcomers Phil Stub- 
bings and Willie Raynes 
look walk-up starts for 
the NSL while Yakka 
Banovic, Mike Valentine, 
John Dewie and one or 
two others form an ex- 
perienced nucleus. 

A proven NSL giant, 
Heidelberg would make a 
worthy starter in 1989. 


THOMASTOWN 


Thomastown, or TEL 
(Thomastown, Epping, 
Lalor) as it is rightly 
called, is a little-known 
Italian-backed team 
which played in the 
depths of the Victorian 
League as recently as 
seven years ago. 

It has risen remarkably 
and there is little to sug- 
gest it couldn’t step up a 
league. 

Despite its recent rise 


to prominence, Thomas- | 
town has rarely put itself 


into hock in the transfer 
market and has made a 
profit on transfer deals in 
1988. 

The club has healthy 
financial support from 
faithful sponsors who 
would increase their sup- 
port for an NSL bid. 

Thomastown’s Par- 


BAZZANO Pic 


tridge Reserve is not NSL 
standard but a new 
ground in Lalor is cur- 
rently being developed. 
The local council has 
always been a very strong 
supporter of the club and 
if Thomastown could 
share an existing ground 
for 1989 it is likely the 
new complex will be com- 
pleted within 12 months. 
Membership is consis- 
tent rather than impress- 
ive, with home crowds in 
the State League around 
800 to 1,000 per game. 
But given the demise of 
Juventus and Fawkner, 
there is every chance 
Thomastown would grab 
some of the floating Ita- 


lian support for NSL* 


games. 

Former Preston Make- 
donia boss Billy Murray 
would be certain to lead 
the side into the NSL and 
even he concedes he’d 
need at least two or three 
experienced players to 
have a reasonable team. 


ST ALBANS 


St Albans Dinamo is 
one of the most stable 
clubs in the State League. 

Although coach Tony 
Vrzina has always been 
an outspoken critic, he 
believes his club “would 
be able to show other 
clubs a better way of 
surviving in the top 
league.” 


That is yet to be 
proven, but it must be 
conceded that Vrzina and 
St Albans have done one 
heck of a job. 


St Albans have bought 
very few players (a deci- 
sion which may yet cost 
them the title) and the club 


Thomastown 
Heidelberg 
Green Gully 

St Albans 
Caulfield City 
Croydon City 
Ringwood City 
Northcote City 
Box Hill 

Morwell Falcons 


| Springvale City 


Bulleen 

Polonia 

Fawkner 
Western Suburbs 
Oakleigh 


hasn’t been in the red for 
more than three years. 

Since announcing its 
NSL bid, response by 
potential sponsors has 
been highly favourable, 
with one club official sug- 
gesting the club would 
have the backing of at 
least six major sponsors. 

Membership and sup- 
port for St Albans isn’t 
strong, but the 500 or so 
faithful who follow the 
club could be increasing 
according to club offi- 
cials. 

For friendly games 
against NSL opponents, 
crowds have swelled to 
the 4,000-mark and it 
seems certain they could 
match at least some other 
NSL clubs in attendances. 

St Albans biggest prob- 
lem is the lack of a venue 
for NSL games. 

Officials believe shar- 
ing Melbourne Croatia’s 
new North Sunshine 
ground might be the long- 
term answer, but the club 
is looking to either shar- 
ing nearby Green Gully 
Reserve or Olympic Park 
for 1989 NSL games. 

Vizina, with NSL ex- 
perience on his side, 
would lead the club into 
the National League but 
it is obvious this year’s 
side would need drastic 
bolstering to stand any 
sort of a chance in top 
company in 1989. 

Possibly six players — 
Grgic, Colina, Duzel, 
Kelic, Kupresak and 
veteran Culina — could 
expect to hold their 
places. 

St Albans lacks in some 
areas, but it compensates 
by keeping the club run- 
ning smoothly and re- 
latively successfully. 
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* MORWELL FALCONS 1 (Ashwood) ST ALBANS 0 


BULLEEN 5 (Corcio, Ruccia, Angele, Avian, Bozikas) 
OAKLEIGH 0, CAULFIELD 1 (Goutzioulis) RING- 
WOOD 5 (Cocker 4, Lepre) CROYDON 1 (French pen) 
SPRINGVALE 0, FAWKNER 1 (Stenson) NORTH- 
COTE 0, GREEN GULLY 0 BOX HILL 0, HEIDEL- 
BERG 0 POLONIA 0, WESTERN SUBURBS 1 (Tuck) 
THOMASTOWN 1 (Carfora). 


15: |. Kelic (St Albans) 


13: J. Nijholt (Ringwood), D. Tuck (Wests) 


141: D. Morovic (H’berg), G. Warszawski (Polonia), M. 


Woodall (Northcote) 


10: A. Goutzioulis (Caulfield) 


9: K. Carfora (T'town) 


8: P. Cocker (Ringwood), C. Quigley & J. O'Donnell 
(G. Gully), S. Brimmer (Box Hill), G. French (Croydon), D. 


Brown (Fawkner). 


GAMES THIS WEEK 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14: 


Fawkner v Bulleen, Northcote v St Albans, Heidelberg 


v Croydon (at Olympic Park). 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17: 
Oakleigh v Caulfield, St Albans v Bulleen. 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18: 


Polonia v Western Suburbs, Box Hill v Heidelberg, 
Northcote v Green Gully, Springvale v Morwell Fal- 


cons, Thomastown v Croydon, Ringwood v Fawkner. 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21: 
Bulleen v Green Gully, Oakeligh v St Albans. 
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Heidelberg star Mike Valentine withs 


Falcons concede 


BY GREG BLAKE 


ST ALBANS coach 
Tony Vrzina all but 
conceded defeat in the 
title race after his 
team’s single-goal 
loss at Morwell Fal- 
cons last Saturday. 

A 26th minute Ken 
Ashwood strike for Mor- 
well, his first goal in three 
outings with the club, 
sunk St Albans and left 
Yrzina in no doubt about 
his team’s championship 
hopes. 

“T think it is the end,” 


he said after the game. 
“We couldn’t afford to 
drop the points, but the 
pressure has been on us to 
win the championship — 
especially in the press. 


“We knew it would be 
hard, but they (Morwell) 
were the better team.” 


For enigmatic Falcons 
it was another sign of 
what might have been as 
Bobby McLachlan’s team 
again rose to the occasion 
against a highly-regarded 
opponent. 


Wests hold out 


BY GREG BLAKE 


SHOULD Thomas- 
town’s gallant State 
League title bid fail, 
the club will look back 
on last Sunday's visit 
to Western Suburbs 
with regret. 

Against 10-man Sub- 
urbs for the entire second 
half, Thomastown did 
everything to break a 1-1 
deadlock without success. 

With a howling gale at 
its back, Thomastown did 
its best to put Suburbs 
away, but were thrice de- 
nied-by the woodwork 
and eventually had to set- 
tle for a share of the 
spoils. 

Gritty Western Sub- 
urbs, who’d taken two 
points from Thomastown 
back in May, started the 
match in fine style with a 
fifth minute Darren Tuck 
goal opening the score. 

A super volleyed effort 
from Kevin Carfora tied 
the game up two minutes 
later, but until half-time 
neither side impressed as 
the dominator. 

Just seconds from the 
interval, Thomastown’s 
Nino Ragusa was felled 


by a tackle from Steve Di- 
movski, at which time re- 
feree Rutter sent off the 
Suburbs midfielder in 
what promised to be the 
turning point. 

Ragusa limped off to be 
replaced by Bobby 
McGuinness at half-time. 

But despite the numeri- 
cal advantage and the 
lively McGuinness up 
front, Thomastown 
couldn’t put the match 
away with Russell Ather- 
sych, Paul Lewis, 
McGuinness, Carfora and 
Robbie Pianalto all 


thwarted as Wests battled © 


to hold out the tide. 

True to its promise to 
make life hard for the top 
teams, Western Suburbs 
did just that on a day, 
according to Bill Murray, 
Thomastown just ‘‘didn’t 
play well”. 

WESTERN SUBURBS: Hatzl- 
lazarou, Hammill (Metaxis 20), 
Koundourls, Pender, Esposito, 
Kagllogiou, Dimovski (sent off 
44), Williams, Tuck, Kopsaftis, 


THOMASTOWN: Janaklevs- 
ki, Mihallides, McMillan, Planal- 
to, Higgins, Cristaldo, Carfora, 
Mihos, (DiMartino 84), Ather- 
sych, Lewis, Ragusa (McGuin- 
ness HT). 


a 
tands a stiff tackle from Steve 
Chetcuti of Polonia in their teams’ 0-0 draw last Sunday — photo by 
CARMELO BAZZANO. 


“Tt was a great game,” 
said the Morwell boss. 
““And we were very 
purposeful against a high- 
calibre team.” 
McLachlan admitted 
his side had been incon- 
sistent, but said Morwell 
would avoid relegation “if 
we do our bit”. 
MORWELL FALCONS: 
Clarke, Bingham, 


laghan, Drakeford, Sokoluk, 
Ashwood (Cassar 78), Stirton. 


ST ALBANS: Grgic, Drago- 
vic, Macasevic, Gagula, Colina, 
Duzel, Kupresak, Cullna, Susn- 
Jara (Popovski 55), Kelic, Ras- 
tocic. 


CC and GG 
spread 


favours 


TITLE aspirants 
Croydon City and 
Green Gully did each 
other few favours by 
sharing the points in a 
Victorian State 
League game last 
Wednesday night 
under lights at 
Croydon. 

The two clubs drew 0-0 
in a game neither side 
could afford to lose but 
that both needed to win in 
a bid to chase down the 
big three in the title race. 

Despite the result of 
the postponed July 17 fix- 
ture, Croydon coach 
Miron Bleiberg refused to 
concede the champion- 
ship. 

“At the moment it 
looks like we don’t have z 
chance but anything car 
happen nevertheless,” 
he said. 

“And we are still in. 
terested in making the tor 
four so we can can be 
assured of a berth in the 
Buffalo Gold Cup nex) 
season.” 


CROYDON: M. Runje 
Langsbury, Dobson, Mcintosh 
Brack, R. Runje, Brown, Var 
Egmond, Middiemast (G. Run 
Je), French, Humble. 

GREEN GULLY: Sant, Far 
quarson, Cannell, Grimaud 
O’Donnell, Cutler, Wilson 
Douglas, Quigley, Smart. 


Migrant 


intake 


blow-up 


BY GREG BLAKE 
RINGWOOD Gity 


coach Hans 
Petersen has de- 
fended his Victorian 
State League club 
against accusations 
from opposition 
coaches of taking 
an unfair advantage 
with the use of 
overseas players. 

Allegations that Ring- 
wood is using up to nine 
imports in its team to 
beat relegation have 
angered Petersen. 

“I think the whole 
thing has been blown 
out of proportion,” he 
told ASW. 

“Three of the eight 
players mentioned in a 
recent newspaper article 
have been at the club 
since the start of last 
year and a number 
haven’t made the 
grade,” 

He stated that the 
club brought out players 
intending to migrate 
anyway by paying their 
airfares, which would 
have to be reimbursed if 
the new man wasn’t up 
to scratch. 

But one rival coach 
says that “the whole 
system is wrong,” and 
that “it completely de- 
fies the two visa player 
tule and gives any club 
using the loophole an 
advantage.” 

He added: “Trans- 
fers close in June and 
yet you are allowed to 
sign players as migrants 
so long as the papers are 
lodged before the the 
fourth last game of the 
season. 

“It means as long as 
he has a trade and he is 
promised a job in writ- 
ing he could be here in 
no time. I, too, could 
have half a dozen play- 
ers here in a week.” 

Springvale coach Gus 
McLeod says Ring- 
wood’s system destroys 
incentive for local 
players. 

“Personally, I think 
it is not doing the de- 
velopment of the game 
any good,” he claimed. 

But VSF executive di- 
rector George Wallace 
says Ringwood. City and 
any other club is entitled 
to import genuine mig- 
rants. 

“There is nothing 
wrong with what Ring- 
wood is doing,” Wal- 
lace explained. 

“There has never 
been a query on it be- 
fore, but I think in ess- 
ence that it is vital for 
some clubs.” 


“It certainly hasn’t 
been the new players. 
It’s been a matter of the 
team clicking,” he said. 


“And it’s not like 
we’ve had any Doug 
Browns or George 
Campbells. They are not 
name-players and they 
are a big risk. 


“Only three players 
brought by us have 
cemented a place in the 
first team — Peter 
Crocker, Declan Ken- 
nedy and Michael 
Maguire.” 


Bergers held again 


BY VLADO VLAHOVIC 


A DISCIPLINED defensive display by Polonia 
gave it a scoreless draw against title-chasers 
Heidelberg. 

Partly due to Heidelberg’s lack of finishing power, 
Polonia are still in the survival quest whilst the Bergers 
remain in the title-hunt courtesy of Thomastown drop- 
ping another valuable point, this time to relegation- 
doomed Western Suburbs. 

The encounter was a tough, scrappy affair, marred 
by the strong, blustery winds blowing straight down the 
park to Heidelberg’s “advantage” in the first half. 

A corer taken by Claude Lucchesi was swept onto 
the crossbar by the wind early in the game but that was 
just about the Bergers’ best chance of the match. 

Polonia striker Bohdan Bonk carved out his side’s 
only chance in the first half with a fine solo run. 

Bonk, deep within his own half, broke down a 
dangerous Heidelberg attack, then bolted straight up 
the field through a vacant midfield and unleashed a 
firm strike from 25 metres, but it whisked not too far 
wide of the upright. 

Solid Heidelberg midfielder Andy O’Dell was his 
side’s most daring player in the first half — the only 
player who tried to take advantage of the strong wind. 

O'Dell smacked two powerful long-range attempts, 
but one went straight to keeper Zdislaw Kostrzewa and 
the other blew just over the crossbar. 

The wind died down considerably after the break, 
but it was the same story as the first half. 

Heidelberg dominated for long periods, but didn’t 
have the nous to score goals or even come close. 

Polonia almost snatched victory during a brief spell 
of control, but Greg Warszawski, George Watson and 
Bonk “missed the boat.” 

Sensing a possible victory during this spell, Polonia 
coach Jim McIntyre replaced Peter Czapnik for veteran 
striker Janusz Baran to add freshness to the front-line. 

Unfortunately for Polonia, the experienced Baran let 
his side down. After spending less than a minute on the 
ground, he was sent-off by referee Allan Ellis for 
welcoming his marker Andy O'Dell with a “Liverpool 
kiss”. 

HEIDELBERG: Banovic, Patiniotis, Kanesoulis, Dowie, Ousal- 
pan O'Dell, Valentine, Stubbins, Theodosopoulos, Lucchesi, 


nes. 
POLONIA: Kostrzewa, Liplarski, Smojarek, Mila, Innes, Watson, 
Czapnik (Baran sent off), Lakic, Bonk, Warazawski, Chetcutl. 


Gully’s belated bid 


its good run during 
the second half of the 


game was a sending-off 
and a severe injury. 


Gully forward Steve 


season with a “solid” 
0-0 draw against more 
fancied Green Gully. 

The game was yet 
another scrappy, wind- 
affected affair, with not 
much in the way of clear 
chances. 

Green Gully moved 
from fifth to the third 
position on the table after 
two successive draws and 
a win over Heidelberg in 
the past fortnight in a be- 
lated bid for the title. 


McLelland was sent off 
for retaliation, and big 
striker Joe O’Donnell re- 
ceived a nasty tackle that 
required 12 stitches to his 
thigh, and which might 
have prematurely ended 
his season. 


GREEN GULLY: Sant, Napoli, 
Cutler, Cannell, Grimaud, Far- 
quahson, Wilson, Quigley, 
Smart, McLelland (sent off), 
O'Donnell (Milenkovic 80’). 

BOX HILL: McKinlay, McAr- 
thur, Roodhouse, Martinuccl, 
Davidson, McAleer, Burton, 
Thomas, Brimmer, McBride, 


Unfortunately, the 
major highlight of the 


Penalty 
drama 


CROYDON CITY kept the pressure on the lead- 
ers with a 1-0 win over youthful Springvale City 
in a scrappy, uninspiring affair. 

Springvale coach Gus McLeod claimed Croydon’s 
penalty goal was a dubious decision and believes his 
side deserved at least a point. 

Ten minutes before the break, Springvale defender 
Kevin Reilly went to clear a threatening ball in his area, 
but in the process of kneeing it away, the ball acci- 
dentally richocheted off his hand to concede the 
penalty. 

Veteran Croydon striker Graham French converted 
the spot-tick for his eighth goal of the season and the 
only one of the match. 

The enthusiastic Springvale team tried in vain to 
level the score but couldn’t find a way past the experi- 
enced Croydon backline. 

It now makes things extremely tough for the youngs- 
ters, who are desperate to survive in the State League. 


CROYDON: M. Runje, Brown, iry (Middiemast 70’), Brack, 
Mcitnosh, Dobson, G. Runje, Van Egmond, French, R. Runje, 
Flavell. 


— VLADO VLAHOVIC 


SPRINGVALE: Hermus, Rolleman, Reilly, Bissinger, Adams, 
Bothwell (Morrey 55’), Bozic, Bell, Whyte, Keenan, Richardson 


(Bryden 75‘). 
— VLADO VLAHOVIC 


Lively 


Fawkner 


TROUBLED Fawkner 
ruined Northcote’s 
slim finals hopes with 
a late winning goal in 
a lively 1-0 victory. 

Fawkner regulars Doug 
Brown and Robbie Cul- 
leen were dropped for the 
match and the general 
feeling around the club is 
that both players will not 
sport a Fawkner guernsey 
again. 

Fawkner had the wind 
at its back in the opening 
half and enjoyed many 
chances. 

Striker David Hannah 
had the bulk of the oppor- 
tunities, but some fine 
keeping from Mark Taru- 
dia denied him any glory. 

However, midfielder 
Ged Stenson had the first 
teal chance of the match 
when his long-range shot 
was palmed over by the 
back-pedalling Tarudia. 

Northcote had their 
opportunities with the 
wind behind them after 
the break, but several 
players were way off the 
mark, 

Left-back Nick Con- 
stantinou missed an open 
goal, captain-coach Carl 
Gilder headed just over 
the cross-bar and key 
midfielder, Martin 
Woodall, hit the post. 

Fawkner’s killer-blow 
came in the 87th minute 
when Ged Stenson was 
fouled by Robert Palmar- 
sicciotti on the edge of the 
area. 

Stenson, himself, step- 
ped up and hit the direct 
free-kick over the wall 
and into the top left hand 
corner of the net — a la 
Michel Platini! 

FAKWNER: Wilson, Walsh, 


Fraser, Hennessy, Schipano, 
Ferla, Clavelil, Minichiello, 


Hannah, Sabatino, 

NORTHCOTE: Tarudia, Be- 
kiaris, Kouremenos, Paimaric- 
clottl, N. 


, Ramos, 
Woodall, Manou (Gymno- 
poulos 60’), J. Constantinou, 
Glider, P. Constantinou. 


VLADO VLAHOVIC 


Booming 


Bulleen 


BULLEEN recovered 
sufficiently from its 
mid-week coaching 
change to land its big- 
gest State League vic- 
tory against basement 
side Oakleigh on 
Saturday. 

Bulleen, thrashed 7-1 
just one week ago, ham- 
mered hapless Oakleigh 
5-0 to keep it in with a 
chance to avoid relega- 
tion in its first State 
League season. 

Under caretaker coach 
Zdravko Lujic for the 
first time, Bulleen was 
away to a dream start 
with a four-goal first half. 

Pino Curcio had Bul- 
leen ahead inside seven 
minutes with Domenic 
Ruccia, Fab Angele and a 
spectacular Claude Avian 
effort making up the 4-0 
scoreline at the break. 


Former Heidelberg 
favourite, Andy Bozikas, 
scored Bulleen’s fifth goal 
10 minutes from fulltime. 


BULLEEN: Continl, Curci 
(Selta), Curulli (D'Amico), Mar- 
san, Krajacic, Angele, Avian, 


Ruccla, Bozikas, Troglic, Lujic. 

OAKLEIGH: Alexandro- 
poulos, Gotis, Haldaris, Nicho- 
laides, Henderson, Kontos, 
Ross, Livingstone, Stamatis, 
Ward (Tintalakis), Tollos 
(Kivileros). 


— GREG BLAKE 


+ 


Ringwood’s four-goal 


RINGWOOD City’s re- 
markable surge out of 
relegation danger con- 
tinued last Saturday 
as it hammered Caul- 
field City 5-1 at Caul- 
field. 


Peter Cocker, who net- 
ted twice as Ringwood 
romped to a 7-1 win 
against Bulleen last week, 
slammed home another 
four goals as Ringwood 
routed the Caulfield title- 
pretenders. 


Ringwood, despite just 
11 wins from its 28 games, 
is now the second most 
prolific scoring team in 


ei 
= 


hero against Caulfield, 


the league with 45 goals! 

For Caulfield boss Jim 
Condilis it was ‘‘one of 
those days”’. 

“We went 2-0 down 
and just collapsed,” he 
told ASW. 

His Ringwood City 


counterpart Hans 
Petersen couldn’t hide his 
delight. 


Peterson praised his 
team and the club com- 
mittee which, he said, had 
given him every assist- 
ance since he took over 

_ Ringwood back in April 
when the club sat rock- 
bottom of the table. 


In Saturday’s game, 
Cocker headed two goals 


Peter Cocker, in typical 
ferocious mood last weekend. — CARMELO BAZZANO photo. 


inside 34 minutes to send 
Ringwood on its way, and 
his hat-trick came up ear- 
ly after the interval to 
make it 3-0. 

Cocker had a hand in 
the fourth goal when he 
set up Piero Lepre for a 
64th minute goal. Cocker 
then added his fourth, 
and Ringwood’s fifth, 
with 10 minutes re- 
maining. 

Substitute Angie Gout- 
zioulis scored Caulfield’s 
consolation effort just 
seconds from the end. 

CAULFIELD: ° Madjar, 


Abraam, Fillpo: 
tore, Bitsonis, 


jeoharous, 
Griffin (Coutzioulls), Alaglozi- 
dis, Cozzolis, nis. 


RINGWOOD: Janssan, 
Wemyss (Whytehouse), r- 
nlers, Corvan, Nolan, Kennedy, 
Cumming, Maguire, Colller, 
Nyholl, Lepre (Hart). 

— GREG BLAKE 


© Match Balls, hand sewn by 
mastercraftsman 

®@ Training balls, hand sewn 

® Shinguards, knee and elbow pads. 

® Studs @ Goal keepers gloves 


© Goalkeepers wear @ Outfield shorts 

© General accessories @ All products 
Chosen for quality from word-wide 
sources 


® First quality nylon wound match balls 
® Felt covered indoor balls 
® Low-bound indoor balls 
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~ Thrilling SBS TV cover 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


ASK any Soccer fan or 
NSL club, and they 
will tell you that SBS- 
TV, without question, 
has done more for 
Soccer in Australia 
than anyone else. 

Behind the scenes to 
see that it all happens, is 
their 26 year old Soccer 
producer, Dominic 
Galati. 


It was Galati who lined 
up the massive live cover- 
age of Euro 88, and re- 
cently went one better by 
snaring the exclusive 


of the week! 


at 5.30. Sundays 


Saturdays, World Soccer 


rights for the next three 
World Cup Finals starting 
with Rome next June. 

He set up a nine 
camera super coverage of 
the action-packed NSL 
Grand Final, which in- 
cluded a multitude of pre- 
match interviews. 

He topped this off with 
a lavish six camera live 
coverage of last Friday’s 
Rothmans Gold Medal 
dinner. 

Galati, who is respon- 
sible for all Soccer pro- 
ductions at SBS, started 
his career in television in 
1981 as a teenager when 
the Super Soccer Channel 


The only network witha 
real sports show every day 


night after the 
Report at 7.00. 


Watch the soccer, watch 
SBS. UHF info, telephone 


commenced transmission. 

“‘Next Saturday on 
World Soccer, we will re- 
play the first leg of the 
UEFA Cup clash be- 
tween Napoli and PAOK. 
The following Saturday 
we have lined up a Yugos- 
lav club duel between Ha- 
jduk Split and Dinamo 
Zagreb. 

“On Saturday October 
1 we have a World Cup 
qualifier between Hol- 
land and Wales, and the 
following week, (October 
8), we will screen Eddie 
Krncevic’s team Ander- 
lecht against Bruges,” 
Galati said last night. 


And every 
news, Sports 
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DOMINIC GALATI 


SBS, better 
coverage 


than Pele! 


(008) 077 361 toll free during 
office hours. 


CIGSBS2982 


Joe Larecki (SA, Manager), Chris James (NSW, Asst Coach), Paul Welch 
(ACT), Matthew Bingley (NSW), David Seal (NSW), Brad Maloney (NSW), 
Jason Mammone (NSW), Phil Vasic (NSW), Fraser Keegan (SA), Ned Zelic 
(ACT), Glen Gwynne (Qld), Andy Bettell (SA Coach). FRONT ROW: Frank 
Mikuletic (NSW), Tony Vidmar (SA), Dean McWhirter (NSW), Craig McGre- 
gor (NSW), Carlo Talladira (SA), Damien Baver (SA). (Absent: Tony Telis- 
man ACT, Cliff Mangan Qld-Tour Leader). 


“Wir Soceer’” for President? 


ADELAIDE City coach 
Zoran Matic has dub- 
bed him Mr Soccer 
but, even though he is 
likely to be the next 
president of the SA 
Soccer Federation, 
Gordon Pickard would 
shun such a grandiose 
title. 

Yet he is one of the 
prime movers of Soccer in 
this State. 

He provides sponsor- 
ship backing and advice 
to four clubs, Adelaide 
City, Polonia, Modbury 
and Azzurri and has 
helped others and indi- 
vidual players in the game 
he richly enjoys. 

But Pickard is no 
panacea to clubs’ finan- 
cial plight: he only helps 
those who want to help 
themselves. 

“There is no other way 
to operate,’’ he said. 
“The structure of the club 
would be broken if it be- 
came dependent on only 
one source for its income 
and did not have club 
members working for it. 

“That may come in 
eventually with private 
companies taking over 
the running of clubs. But, 
at present, members are 
the lifeblood of the club. 

“Fairmont Homes is 
contributing time and 
help to sport, but we are 


Please forward me 


Asks ALAN CLARK 


involved only with clubs 
who are willing to help 
themselves. 

“Adelaide City builds a 
home with Fairmont’s 
help as a prize for its 
major lottery and in our 
other major fund — raiser 
Fairmont Homes will pro- 
vide three dollars for 
every one the club itself 
raises.” 

Pickard is proud of 
Adelaide City and takes 
much pleasure out of 
Soccer. 

“Adelaide City’s 
championship win in 1986 
was great, but next year 
could be even better,” 
said Pickard, proudly dis- 
playing a picture of City’s 
title-winning side in his 
boardroom at Fairmont 
Homes offices in the east- 
ern suburbs. 


“We are building to 
keep Adelaide City in a 
very solid position,” 

Pickard started in busi- 
ness as a self-employed 
16-year-old and, 31 years 
down the track, has ex- 
perienced many more 
highs than lows. 

“Eighty per cent of my 
time goes to business, the 
other 20 to other in- 
terests,”’ said Pickard. 

“T employ about 500 
people altogether of all 
different nationalities and 


GORDON PICKARD 


denominations. When I 
became involved with 
Adelaide City, which is 
primarily Italian in origin, 
other business associates, 
employees and clubs with 
which Fairmont Homes 
had contact sought sup- 
port in both money and 
advice. 

“Many sponsorships 
are inter-related.” 

“T believe Soccer, like 
all other sports, plays a 
big part in life. It gives 
families an interest and 
helps keep kids off the 
street. Its very important. 


“Soccer can be on the 
threshold of an outstand- 
ing future. It can reach 
incredible heights. It is in 
the realms of possibility 
for Australia to stage the 
World Cup finals. After 
all, America will do it.” 


(including postage and packing). I have enclosed a cheque/money order to the 


Value Of $........00.0s0000 


Send to FITNESS FOR SOCCER 
PO Box E429 
Queen Victoria Terrace Post Office 
Canberra ACT 2601 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
to ARCH TAMBAKIS, 
the popular announcer 
with Sydney’s 2UE radio 
station, 

Arch gave excellent 
pre-event cover to the 
Socceroo Ball for the de- 
parting Australian 
Olympic Soccer team. 

Interviewed were Ste- 
fan Kamasz, the former 
NSL executive director, 
Harry Michaels and 
chief organiser Daizy 
Gedeon, chief Soccer 
scribe for The Austra- 
lian newspaper. 

He has proved a great 
acquisition for Sydney 
radio and is drawing in- 
creasing ratings. 


tok 


ALAN DAVIDSON, 
Melbourne Croatia’s in- 
ternational defender or 
midfielder, has sold his 
interest in his former re- 
staurant business. 


“Tt was going well, 
but the hours were diffi- 
cult,” he said. 

“I’m doing some 
electrical contracting for 
the time being, but ’m 
also looking around for 
another business 
opportunity.” 


xr 


THAT dreadful pitch at 
Parramatta Stadium for 
the West End NSL grand 
final? 

One wag noted that it 
was at Parramatta that 
the first recorded Soccer 
match took place on Au- 
gust 3, 1880 between The 
Kings School and the 
Wanderers. 

He reckoned there 
could have been no 
difference in the state of 
the ground over the in- 
tervening 108 years! 


kee 


SOCCEROO Mike Petersen will be with FC Bruges 
as soon as his Olympic Games commitments are 
over. 

“TI want to stay in Australia. After all, I was 
homesick last time I went to Europe. 

“The offer, however,was too good to miss. I hope 
the day comes when professional play is available 
here,” he said. 


ake 


ALTHOUGH no doubt disappointed by the narrow 
grand final loss to Marconi, Sydney Croatia’s quietly 
spoken coach, Vedran Rozic, isn’t letting the grass 
grow under his feet. 

He has been closely examining the player market 
to see that the club is right up there at the finish in 
1989. 


kak 


BILLY HENDERSON, a national team goalkeeper 
in the pre-Federation era, has one appointment well 
in mind. 

He intends to be there for the 1990 World Cup in 
Italy. 


Kae Brazilian referee Filho displays his trophy, along with runners-up Ponnet 


and Agnolin. 


ONE fine gesture for the Socceroo Ball in Sydney was 
to fly in the wives of the interstate players for the 
event. It ~vas a thought that was greatly appreciated. 


correspondents around 


Valentine (Scotland) 10, 
the world for their votes 


BY SIMMONS Keith Hackett (England) 


TONY Henderson, former Socceroo cap- 
tain, finished his career on a high note after 
scoring the title winning goal at the Grand 
Final against Sydney Croatia. 

After a record 295 NSL apperances, ‘Hendo’ 
wants to play in the NSW State League next season. 

Henderson started his career in 1977 after coming 
from Newcastle in England. He played under John- 
ny Warren and was recommended to him by former 
Canberra goalkeeper, Ron Tilsed. 

Two years later he joined Marconi and won a 
championship medal with the club which was then 
coached by Les Scheinflug. 

Apart from winning the medal, 1979 was a year to 
remember as ‘Hendo’ also scored the winning goal 
for Australia against New York Cosmos at the Syd- 
ney Showground. 

‘Now, after 10 years with Marconi, Henderson _has 
won his second championship medal which he right- 
ly deserves. 

The 10 years with Marconi were highlighted by 
the Australian captaincy and a decade of first class 
service to the Bossley Park club. 

At 34, Hendo has no regrets. 12 good years of 
Soccer, what more could a man ask for? He no 
longer needs the game for money, but just wants to 
do it for enjoyment. 

So here’s to you, Tony Henderson. 


National coach Frank Arok is determined not to 
Here he is seen in a demonstration session with Warringah Freshwater’s 
Richard Alagich. 


The exclusive choice of SS 


AUSTRALIAN SOCCER FEDERATION 


NATIONAL SOCCER 


ENGLISH and SCOTTISH LEAGUES 
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FORMER NSW half- 
back ANDY HEN- 
DERSON has retired 
from Sydney’s Prospect 
County Council early 
next year. 

For many years he has 
helped the sport by ser- 
ving on the disciplinary 
committee, where his 
deep knowledge of the 
game is of immense 
value. 

Still as fit as a fiddle, 
he competes in the big 
Sydney to Surf run each 
year. 


kkk 


YOUNG Ziatko Aram- 
basic is certain to move 
from Canterbury club in 
the NSW State League to 
the NSL. 

Whilst Sydney Olym- 
pic and Marconi are 
stated to be interested in 
this outstanding midfield 
scorer, Sydney Croatia 
could enter the field also. 
After all, he began as 
one of their juniors. 


wae 


be an armchair general. 


LEAGUE and 


THE 
SpOrTs (rails 


kkk 


How does national and 
St George coach 
FRANK AROK fit in 
all his activities? Re- 
cently he joined in to 


assist Richard Alagich, 


for a clinic for 200 
youngsters in conjunc- 
tion with NSW First Di- 
vision Warringah 
Freshwater club. 


ake 


FORMER stars Frank 
Micic, Jim Mackay, Bil- 
ly Vojtek, Billy Rice, 
Marko Fode, Andrew 
Kazi and Jack Reilly 
have joined in to aid the 
great Ferenc Puskas, 
now a Melbourne resi- 
dent, to publicise his 
coaching course. 

This opens on Sunday, 
September 25, with en- 
rolments being available 
by telephone (03) 
584 6905. 


kk 


FORMER Adelaide 
City goalkeeper David 
Mower is impressing in 
trials in England. 

Mower, 20, has been 
outstanding in trials with 
Second Division 
Brighton. 

City allowed him to 
trial in Britain after he 
completed his first sea- 
son with them following 
a successful spell at the 
Australian Institute of 


4 Sport. 


An Adelaide City 
official reportedly has 
said it will take $170,000 
to sign him. 


ROMUALDO Arppi 
Filho of Brazil was 
named the world’s 
best referee in a poll 
compiled by the 
European-based 
magazine,“In- 
ternational Football 
Federation of His- 
tory and Statis- 
tics.” 

The IFFHS polled its 


British 


Soccer 


IT seems that ABC 
Television is dilly- 
dallying over 
whether they will 


televise British 
matches this 
season. 


Apparently they won’t 
allocate any budget for 
the purpose unless there 
is a groundswell which 
pushes them into action. 


So everyone interested 
should telephone the 
ABC and ask for the 
Sports Department and 
press the point. 

The number to ring 
for NSW is (02) 437 8000. 


SBS-TV, in the mean- 
time, has announced it 
would telecast every 
round of the Italian First 
Division competition, 
due to kick-off  Oocto- 
ber 9. 


kkk 


THERE is no doubt that Soccer is presenting bigger 
opportunities for academically trained, yet extreme- 
ly practical coaches. Marconi’s Berti Mariani is a 
case in point. 

Coach of Australia’s champion club at 32, he 
holds a science degree with an honours pass in 
psychology as well as a degree in physical education, 
both from Sydney University. 


FOR THOSE WHO 
TAKE THEIR SPORT 
SERIOUSLY 


with Filho a clear winner 
from Alex Ponnet of 
Belgium. Luigi Agnolin 
of Italy came third. 

In the final count, 
Filho totalled 74 points, 
followed by Ponnet 56, 
Agnolin 51, Michel 
Vautrot (France) 39, 
Dieter Pauly (W Ger- 
many) 17, Vojtech 
Christov (Czech) 15, 
George Courtney (Eng- 
land) 12, Juan Loustau 
(Argentina) 10, Robert 


Filho had his crow- 
ning success in 1986 
when he refereed the 
World Cup final be- 
tween Argentina and 
West Germany in 
Mexico. 

In the same tourna- 
ment, Agnolin control- 
led the semi-final be- 
tween France and West 
Germany while Ponnet 
was allocated matches in 
the preliminary rounds. 


MIKE HILL, widely known for his match-calling 
with SBS Television, was signed up by the TEN 
Network for match descriptions from Korea. 

It is great to see him receiving further recognition 
for his expertise. 


kak 


OSCAR CRINO’S devastating backheel in the 
Bicentennial Gold Cup series against Saudi Arabia 
is being copied with distinction all over the place. 

Said Oscar in waggish mood: ‘I should have 
patented the thing when I had the chance!” 


Vest’s departure 


ALAN VEST, the man who made a distinct 
impact on the NSW coaching scene, is leav- 
ing after 4 years in the job. 
25 = The English-born for- 
mer New Zealand cap- 
tain believes that the 
time has come to move 
on, and it seems certain 
that Perth is the destina- 
tion. 

Vest took Newcastle 
KB United into the 
National League, and in 
those halcyon days they 
recorded the best Soccer 
attendances in Australia. 

Indeed, the club mea- 
sured up to some of the 
best crowds of any code 
on the east coast. 

In Australia he also 
coached West Adelaide, 
and well knows the 
Western Australian 
scene due to his earlier 
term in Perth. 

He said: “I believe it is 
now time to move on. 

“After being a 
coaching director, I feel 
it is time to freshen up by 
returning to the club 
scene. 

“In fact, I think that 
this applies to many 
other coaching directors 
as well.” 

There certainly must 
be something behind the 
move that is taking him 
to the west. 


— KEITH GILMOUR « 
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FRANK MENGOTTI 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 


The team headed 
straight for their quar- 
ters — a luxurious high- 
tise. 

‘Gary van Egmond did 
strike a problem, 
though. 

Being a late replace- 
ment in the squad, his 
accreditation hadn’t 
come through. 

As a result, he had to 
spend a frustrating three 
hours filling forms be- 
fore he was admitted 


into the village offi- - 


cially, 

The Socceroos’ 
rooms in their Olympic 
Village building are as 
modern and comfort- 
able as any hotel the 
globe-trotting national 
team has stayed in any- 
where in the world. 

The players — two 
per room — have views 
over Seoul, a city of 
almost 10 million, and 
also across the Olympic 
complex, which includes 
the swimming, diving, 
cycling and basketball 
venues. 

In the athletes’ 
lounge, thé Socceroos 
have all the recreation 
they can wish for. 

They. will be able to 
watch their fellow 
Olympians live and re- 
corded on a special set 
which will take in the 
TEN Network’s Austra- 


lia-bound coverage — a- 


big improvement on Los 
Angeles where all the 
foreign competitors only 
had access to the biased 
and unashamedly US- 
oriented American tele- 
casts. 

In the same lounge 
are telephones for the 
Socceroos to call home 
free of charge. There 
may be long queues, 
though, as only three 
Phones have been made 
available. 


The team’s training 
facilities are adequate. 
The Aussies have se- 
cured a fairly modern, 
well-grassed ground be- 
longing to a bank which 
sponsors soccer and 
baseball teams. 


And, together with 
Brazil and Nigeria, they 
will be allowed two ses- 
sions at Dongdaemon 
Stadium where their last 
two preliminary round 
games will be played. 

The team had a very+ 
light workout Sunday 
afternoon before Frank 
Arok and Eddie Thom- 
son put the squad 
through a strenuous 
two-hour training regi- 
men on Monday. 

There will be more of 
the same through to 
Saturday, with several 
video-viewing and tacti- 
cal discussions also sche- 
duled. 


Queensland’s Greg Russell reports . . 


Our beer 


$20,000 Mengotti fee at issue 


BRISBANE City are 
prepared to give an 
undertaking not to 
approach their for- 
mer captain and 
club idol, Frank 
Mengotti, if the 
issue threatens to 


. block their proposal 


to introduce a $5000 
Queensland trans- 
fer maximum. 

The 25-year-old de- 
fender and Queensland 
Player for the Year 
switched to Lions for 
$20,000 earlier this sea- 
son after a bitter trans- 


| fer wrangle. 


City placed their cap- 
tain on the list for 
$30,000 which was re- 
duced by just $5000 by 
appeal. 

Lions baulked for 


several weeks before 
finally getting City to 
make a further $5000 
discount. 


The Richlands club 
still felt they were 
paying at least $5000 
more than Mengotti was 
worth, but with a limited 
squad had no choice but 
to pay the seller’s price. 


Brisbane City now 
want a $5000 local trans- 
fer limit introduced, as 
they believe it is the only 
way a Queensland club 
can successfully com- 
pete in the National 
League. 


City have called a spe- 
cial meeting at their 
Spencer Park clubhouse 
to discuss their proposal 
with the fellow 64 QSF 
member clubs, and hope 


Sparring over NSL play- 
offs 


BY GREG RUSSELL 


THE spying has 
started already be- 
tween National 
League promotion 
play-off rivals Bris- 
bane City and Ade- 
laide Croatia. 

The two clubs last 
weekend were hoping to 
send their coaches to 
watch their rivals play. 

Depending on flight 
schedules, City were 
planning to get their 
coach Matt Carson to 
Adelaide to watch 
Croatia play in the West 
End Top Eight series 
match against title run- 
ners-up Adelaide 
Hellas.. 

At the same time, it 
was expected Croatia’s 
Zoran Maricic would 
come to Brisbane to 
watch City play their 
final XXXX League 
round against Grange 
Thistle. 

Croatia president 
Steve Lapic said he be- 
lieved it essential that 
Maricic look at City be- 
fore the play-offs, which 
will be scheduled next 


The players are nearly 
all fit and rarin’ to go. 
The countdown to Sun- 
day’s Olympic curtain- 
raiser has well and truly 
begun. 
The team will fly the 
350kms to Kwangju on 
the morning of the 
match, Arok having 
wisely decided it was 
better to stay put in the 
well-appointed Olympic 
Village rather than 
spend a night or two in 
unfamiliar surroundings 
before tackling a Yugos- 
lav team which oozes 
confidence. 

In a strange twist, 
Robbie Slater, if he 
plays on Sunday, could 
be marked by his new 
Hajduk Split team- 
mate, Rade Tosic, the 
experienced Yugoslav 


month when the Victo- 
rian premiers are 
decided. 

“If we go into this we 
are going in to win. We 
don’t want to make the 
same mistake as Ade- 
laide Hellas,’’ Lapic 
said. 

Hellas, last season’s 
South Australian cham- 
pions, were caught by 
surprise by Brisbane 
Lions. 

The Queenslanders 
came to Adelaide and 
beat Hellas 3-0, then 
doubled that score in the 
return at Richlands. 

Brisbane City presi- 
dent Sam Pappalardo 
similarly is determined 
that City be best pre- 
pared for the play-offs. 

“J think it is a good 
idea for Matt to know 
what we are up against. 
But at the same time we 
have to consider 
whether him being away 
for a weekend will affect 
the way the team is 
playing. 

“Things are going 
along well at the mo- 
ment and we don’t want 
to upset anything,” he 
said. 


fullback. 

Scott Ollerenshaw 
started light training on 
Tuesday — a mere 
seven days after his 
appendix was removed. 

Moving gingerly, he 
endured a rather un- 
comfortable flight to 
Seoul, but Arok ts in no 
doubt the young striker 
will be fully functional 
for the second match, at 
the latest. 

David Mitchell is re- 
garded as certain to re- 
place Ollerenshaw in the 
Australian attack on 
Sunday, and Alan 
Davidson will fill Wally 
Savor’s spot at fullback. 

Otherwise, Australia 
will field the team which 
lined up against Brazil 
in the Bicentennial Goid 
Cup final on July 17. 


to allay fears that they 
are introducing the 
$5000 transfer cap pure- 
ly to get Mengotti back 
to City. 

“Tt seems the Mengot- 
ti issue is coloring the 
teal objective,” Ponturo 
said. ‘Frank is a fine 
player and it was not his 
fault the fee was placed. 

“The maximum trans- 
fer fee is in order with 
the progress of Queens- 
land Soccer.” 

Brisbane Lions have, 
as expected, been the 
strongest opponents of 
the $5000 transfer cap 
since its proposal, but 
have indicated they may 
consider the idea if City 
gave an undertaking 
that it would not include 
Mengotti and Martin 
Kirsopp, whom they 


THE Gold Coast 
Gamblers, who last 
month beat Bris- 
bane’s best to lift 


the Ampol Cup, 
have issued another 
challenge to the 
XXXX League 
teams. 

The Gamblers have 
entered their side in the 
inaugural Soccer 6 
tournament to be held at 
the Brisbane Entertain- 
ment Centre from next 
month. 

The tournament will 
use the same concept as 
the XXXX Super 6 
tournament in May 
which featured leading 
English clubs Arsenal, 
Nottingham Forest and 
Manchester City. 

The Gamblers’ side 
almost certainly will in- 
clude New Zealand in- 
ternational Paul Halford 
and his former Lion NSL 
team-mate Peter Dwyer, 
who spearheaded the 
Gamblers to their Cup 
win, 

That should make 
them among the favou- 
rites for the eight-week 


tournament, which 
offers $2500 in 
prizemoney. 


While many of the 
XXXX League clubs are 
entering teams, it could 
be some of the composite 
sides which cause the 
Gamblers the most 
worry. 

It is understood one 
team features several 
Lions players, plus clev- 
er indoor exponents 
Michael and Phil 
Mulvey. 

The tournament starts 
at Boondall on October 
17. Nominations for 
teams close this week. 
For further details con- 
tact Promark Internatio- 
nal on 832 6708. 
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bought for $12,500 this 
year. 

“But we want some- 
thing a little more bind- 
ing than a verbal com- 
mitment from City,’’ 
said Lions secretary 
Lawrence Oudendyk. 

“If Frank Mengotti at 
25 is worth $20,000, 
then he will be worth 


around that amount for 
quite a few seasons yet.” 
Brisbane City hope to 
use the September 15 
meeting to gain support 
of the other QSF clubs 
and formulate a notice 
of motion which will 
breeze throught the 
QSF annual general 
meeting on December 4. 


Semi-final action 


THERE can be no excuses for lack of preparation 
when the Queensland XXXX League semi-finals 
get underway this weekend. 

The pairings in the top five series have been known 
for more than a fortnight and the teams to be involved 
virtually decided for more than a month. 

The second last round of fixtures on the program 
decided all outcomes in the Top Five play-offs. 

This weekend in the qualifying semi-final, fifth-placed 
Olympic United will meet-fourth placed Easts while in 
the preliminary final third-placed Coalstars will meet 


title runners-up North Star. 


Premiers Brisbane City will be able to watch from the 
sidelines before they play the winner of the North Star- 
Coalstars match for a direct path to the grand final, to 
be played at Perry Park on Sunday, October 9. 

If second round form is an indication, City and Coal- 
stars should meet in the grand final. 

City won the Golden Circle trophy as the best per- 
formed team in the second round, as they have done 
with just about every trophy this year, securing the 
silverware with games to spare. 

Coalstars were the next best performed team ahead of 
Olympic, who many rated as the form side of the second 


half of the season. 


While the statistics don’t back those claims, Olym- 
pic’s second round wins were against their fellow top 
four sides and many are tipping Juan Cutillas’ side to 
“do a Balmain” and go all the way to the grand final 


from fifth place. 


But there is also strong support for Coalstars, parti- 
cularly after their 2-1 drubbing of Easts in the second 
last round which settled the contentious third and foruth 


places. 


After a battling first half in which Coalstars had the 
chances but couldn’t put the ball in the net, Easts took 
the lead six minutes after halftime when Colin Phelan 
made a great solo run through the Coalstars defence — 
a point coach Brian Styles should look at before the 
finals to put the Tigers ahead. 

But a penalty by Calvin Daunt drew Coalstars level 
and then goals from Chris Slater, the country kid sensa- 
tion, Andy Ogden and Mark Brusasco in the final 
minute sealed the three points for the Bundamba side 
and guaranteed a least two bites of the finals cherry. 


Williamson at North Star 


FORMER Brisbane 
City and Lions 
National League 
player Billy William- 
son will coach 
XXXX League side 
North Star next 
season. 


The club announced 
the appointment last 
weekend, which will be 
effective from next 
month when North Star 
enter a side in the Soc- 


cer 6 Indoor Tourna- 


ment at Boondall. 

North Star have been 
coached for the past 
four years by lain 
Fagan, who announced 
a month ago he would 
not be at O’Callaghan 
Park next year. 

It is understood Fagan 
has come to terms with 
progressive Division 
Two club Inala City, 
coached this season by 
former Lions and City 
NSL coach Joe Gilroy. 


“We are delighted to 
appoint Billy but sad to 
see Iain leave,’’ said 
North Star football man- 
ager Neil Sullivan. “The 
players are happy to 
accept the decision we 
made.” 

Williamson and fellow 
Queensland team Fiji 
tourist Gerry Lindsay 
were tipped to take over 
from Fagan. Lindsay is 
yet to reveal his inten- 
tions now he has missed 
out on the job. 

The announcement of 
Williamson’s appoint- 
ment and Fagan’s defi- 
nite departure, though, 
came at a curious time. 

With North Star 
finishing in second place 
in the XXXX League 
they are certain to figure 
prominently in the finals 
series. 


RESULTS: Croatia 2 Ipswich 0, 
Mt Gravatt 2 Rochedale 0, 
North Star 2 Taringa 1, Grange 
Thistle 3 Brisbane City 2, Easts 
3 Redlands 0, Coaistars 3 
Olympic 2. 
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Adamstown treble? 


ADAMSTOWN Rosebud and the North 
Coast Premier League representative team 
will meet in the final of the Benchmark 
Building Supplies Cup at Coffs Harbour on 
September 24. 

The winning team will keep the inaugural 
Benchmark Cup and receive the $1500 first prize. 
The runner-up will receive $750. 

The North Coast team, drawn together by coach 
Bruno Tomasov, has performed well in its two 
games, having eliminated Second Division team 
Lambton Jaffas 1-0 and disposed of Lake Macquarie 
City on penalties after the teams had played a 
scoreless draw at the end of 20 minutes of extra- 
time. 

Adamstown, premier last season and the beaten 
grand finalist, is the 1988 premier and, with the 
grand final next Saturday followed by the 
Benchmark Cup final on Saturday week, is in line 
for treble honours. 


North Coast friendlies 


The North Coast Premier League side will play in 
. two friendly games — one in Newcastle and the 
other in Sydney — during the holiday weekend next 
month. 
The team will play against Edgeworth on October 
1, remain in Newcastle to attend the interstate game 
between Northern NSW and Tasmania. and then 
travel to Sydney for a match against Melita Eagles 
on October 3. 


VOOUOOOEEYOOGROUEU ENOTES OAAOUOEUAAEOSHEEN OOAERU OOOO HOA EOD OOUOEEA AUG EEU OPEN EEA EEA 


scoring victory for the 
club, which has scored 13, 
goals in their last two 


GIRRAWEEN, who are 
league champions, 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


ADAMSTOWN Rosebud and West Wall- 
send will clash in next Saturday's Northern 
NSW State First Division grand final at 


ball into the vacant goal. 


West Wallsend made 
certain of the result 
when Ryan scored again 
two minutes after half- 


maintained their un- 
beaten run in the com- 
Petition by defeating 
Blacktown 4-0 in Sun- 
day’s final round. 

Chris Bradley opened 
the score with a once in a 
lifetime goal. 

With her back to the 
goal, she turned on a half- 
volley and rocketed the 
ball into the back of the 
net. Lenore Taylor scored 
two goals while Teresa 
McCann got one. 


Mt Druitt ended the 
season on a winning note 
by defeating Fairfield 
Olympic 5-0. It was the 
second successive high- 


games. 


Julie Hebb got a hat- 
trick while Nicole Komor- 
oski and Tracy Marcan- 
telli added the extras. 

The young Mt Druitt 
team has three players 
from in the senior state 
team: Leanne Edmond- 
son, Nicole Komoroski 
and Kim McCarthy. 

Manly also ended the 
season with a 2-1 win over 
the Central Coast. 

Blacktown defeated 
Girraween 3-1, which 
leaves Blacktown in 
second position in the re- 
serve league behind Put- 
ney Town. 


— THERESE DILLON 


Macquarie Field. 


The Northern NSW 
Federation is breaking 
new ground with the de- 
cision to make the de- 
ciding game a night fix- 
ture with a 7pm kick-off 
to gauge the reaction of 
the local Soccer public 
to this kind of promo- 
tion. 

Adamstown, which 
went straight into the 
grand final with a 2-0 
win over West Wallsend 
in the major semi-final, 
will face the same team 
in the grand final follow- 
ing the Bluebells’ 4-1 
victory over Highfields 
Azzurri in last Sunday’s 
preliminary final played 
at Weston. 

Bernard Ryan, the 
leading goalscorer in the 
First Division this sea- 
son, gave West Wall- 
send a good start with a 
goal in the 20th minute. 

But the Azzurri skip- 
per, Joe Senkalski, re- 
plied with an angled 
shot from the left-hand 
corner of the goal area 
that put the teams back 


Fe aoc ARSE] 
JAKARTA 


THE Jakarta fiasco is an 
indictment to Soccer in 
Australia. It exposed the 
flaws. 

Someone must have 
known months ago that 
the Australian youth team 
was to compete in In- 
donesia. 


Why did the Australian 
Soccer Federation stand 
silent? Was the ASF 
aware that Les Schein- 
flug and Raul Blanco are 
coaching in State League 
and that this competition 
reached a crucial stage. 


Did they inform the 
NSW Soccer Federation 
of this tournament? The 
ASF has shown total dis- 
regard for the NSW State 
League. 


Our well planned sea- 
son was torpedoed not 
by the Australian youth 
team going to Jakarta but 
by the inaction and admi- 
nistrative ineptitude of 
the Australian Soccer 
Federation. 


| believe also that 
Blacktown City put club 
before Australia. 

When did the NSW 


on level terms after 32 
minutes. 

Three minutes before 
half time, a West Wall- 
send attack that 
appeared to have faded 
out was revived drama- 
tically when the ball 
eluded the Azzurri 
"keeper, Fernando D’ac- 
cione, bounced off the 
crossbar and Glen 
Cameron, who had fal- 
len, lunged forward and 
managed to head the 


Slater is 
on his way 


SYDNEY Croatia‘’s 
Robbie Slater 
stands to be 
$75,000 better off 
before he leaves 
Australia to join 
Hajduk Split. 

The transfer was 
arranged by Croatia 
player-coach Vedran 
Rozic, a long-time ser- 
vant of the club. 

Croatia is to receive 
$75,000 and a further 
similar figure if Slater 
subsequently transfers 
elsewhere. 

His style being in 
complete contrast to the 
tun of Yugoslav players, 
he could well make his 
mark. 


The loss of Slater. 


could see the club mak- 
ing a strong bid for St 
George’s Scott 
Ollerenshaw, with a stiff 
transfer fee aiding the 
Saints, who are likely to 
have an even younger 
side in 1989. 

Also on the Sydney 
Croatia list is another 
recent Socceroo, the 
brilliant Vlado Bozi- 
novski from Footscray 
JUST. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


Soccer Federation find 
out about the tournament 
in Jakarta? And why 
was it left as late as July 
19th to consult the 
clubs? 

Games could have 
been rescheduled in the 
Overall interest of Austra- 
lian Soccer. 

Lawrence Dimech, 
Melita Eagles SC 


time and Michael 
Dempsey added the 
coup de grace 18 mi- 
nutes from the end with 
a weak shot that saw a 
deflection send the ball 
bouncing past the 
stranded D’accione. 

In next Saturday’s 
Second Division grand 
final, also due to be 
played at Macquarie 
Field, the premier, 
Cessnock City, will play 
Newcastle Macedonia 
which had eliminated 
Westlakes United 8-7 on 
penalties in last Sun- 
day’s final after Ken 
Crombie scored for 
Westlakes almost on 
full-time to snatch a 2-2 
draw. 


ILLAWARRA 


BOTH Fairy 
Meadow Italia and 
Wollongong Mace- 
donia have applied 
to the NSW Soccer 
Federation for State 
League status in 
1989. 


Fairy Meadow ended 
in second position in 
Second Division this 
year, while Macedonia 
were well down the First 
Division listing. 

Macedonia have been 
interviewed by the 
screening committee 
over the condition of 
their ground, Kelly 
Park. 

Conditions for entry 
in the various competi- 
tions are being tight- 
ened, in a bid to lift the 
standing of the NSW 
State League. 

Meanwhile, Bulli, 
coached by John Frew, 
reached the Illawarra 
grand final with a 2-1 
win over Cringila in the 
semi-final replay. 

They will meet the 
winner of the survivor of 
Wests Figtree and 
Cringila. 

Robbie Davis scored 
with an excellent long 
shot to put Cringila 
ahead, with Tony Char- 
nock equalising 15 mi- 
nutes into the second 
half. 

The game seemed de- 
stined to go into extra- 
time, but minutes from 
the end Kevin Lewis 
headed the winner for 
Bulli from a Warren 
Baker free-kick. 


ACT 


_ GREG McCOY 


McCoy, O’Neil selected 


BY DAVE WILLIAMS 


TWO North Coast Pre- 
mier League players 
have been included in 
the Northern NSW 
team that will play 
Tasmania next month 
in a Bicentennial inter- 
state fixture in 
Newcastle. : 

Northern NSW coach 
Ken Kaiser named Greg 
McCoy and Michael 
O'Neil in his squad of 14 
for the match, which will 
be played at Macquarie 
Field, Speers Point, on 
October 2. 

Former Newcastle 
KDB United National 
League team fullback and 
ex-Australian Youth 
team international, 
Howard Tredinnick — 
who excelled this year 
with Newcastle Austral in 
the NSW State League — 
will lead the team. 

The full squad Is: Gelso 
(Cardiff); Howard Tredinnick, 
David Jones, Andy Stankovic 
(Newcastle Austral); John 
McQuarrie, Nell Owens, David 
Bock (Adamstown Rosebud); 
Peter Winsor (Belmont-Swan- 
sea United); Joe Senkalski 
{Highfields Azzurri); Peter Mur- 
ray (Weston); Paul Wadding- 
ham (West Wallsend); Nigel 
Drysdale (Central Coast); Greg 


MELITA EAGLES 
YOUTH LEAGUE 


invite applications for 


TEAM 
COACHES 


for Under 13,14,15,17 years and 


GOALKEEPER COACH 


Applications close September 17 
and should be addressed to 
The Secretary, A. Preston, 

23 Cook St, Dundas 2117. 


® (02) 871 4289 
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MACARTUR DISTRICT 
SOCCER FOOTBALL ASSN INC. 


Applications are requested for the 
following coaching positions for 1989 
season: Director of Coaching, Youth 

League and representative coaches 

for Under 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 17 

years. 

*——000— 
Applications must be in writing and in 
the possession of E. Cuthbertson, 
8 Harris St, Ingleburn 2565 by 
September 18. 
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Heinle — busy boy 


JAMES Heinle has the title of the busiest 
goalkeeper in the ACT First Division — being the 
last line of defence for bottom club Canberra 
City Olympians is not exactly a job for which he 
will have a posse of envious rivals. 

The Dubbo-born ‘veteran’ — “I’m 23 in October and 
haven’t missed a season since under 6” — has seen 
better years, notably 1987 under coach Augusto Pala- 
cios at Canberra City. “It was a real eye-opener train- 
ing four nights a week, three hours a night — and I was 
only in the reserve team,” he said. 

City’s financial troubles played a major part in his 
decision to drop to the ACT League but if he was 
looking for quiet times he came to the wrong place. “I 
would have to say this looks like a wasted season,” he 
said. 

“With all the money outlayed on City in the past 
there was none left to retain the ACT League side’s 
players and that really is the reason we are where we 
are. 

“I have got disheartened. You bring off a couple of 
good saves, but there’s a couple you can’t do anything 
about. 

“At least ’'m getting plenty of practice.” 


McCoy, Michael O'Neil (North 
Coast P L). 


McCoy, who is ‘a for- 
mer Melita Eagles defen- 
der, is presently located 

Pat Coffs Harbour, while 
O'Neil, a midfield-strik- 
er, is from Armidale. 

Both are members of 
the North Coast Premier 
League side that will meet 
Adamstown Rosebud in 
the final of the 
Benchmark Building Sup- 
Plies Cup in Coffs Har- 
bour next Saturday. 

Peter Murray, who was 
on loan to Adamstown 
this season, won his place 
as a result of his perform- 
ances in the National 
League Youth League 
and subsequent selection 
asa striker with the 
Young Socceroos to tour 
Indonesia and Fiji. 


Ken Kaiser said that 
Tredinnick and Owens in 
the central defence would 
have an open role that 
would allow either to 
attack whenever the 
opportunity rose. 

“We'll be going out for 
goals and to try to make 
the game as entertaining 
as possible,” he said, 

Northern NSW Federa- 
tion director and former 
First Division goalkeeper, 
Bill Walker, will be the 
team manager. 

The Tasmanians are 
due to arrive in Newcastle 
on Saturday, October 1. 

They will be accommo- 
dated at Belmont and will 
leave on Monday, Octo- 
ber 3. 


is always keen 
to publish some stories 
and pictures from main 
regional centres 
throughout Australia. 
Publicity officers, 
here is the chance to 
make your district wider 
known in the game. 
Address material to 
ASW, P.O. Box 406, 
Broadway 2007. 


_ aa 


a 


PO Wet eer 


The 
State 


Story 


Alan Clark reviews 
the Soccer scene in... 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


STRONGMAN Robbie 
Slager had a big say in 
Croatia’s title win this 
season. 

And his club obvious- 
ly thought so. He was 
voted Player of the 
Year, edging out full- 
back Mike Barnett. 


tk 


SECOND Division club 
Blackwood has reap- 
pointed Tommy Preston 
as coach for next year. 

The Hillsmen had a 
scintillating, unbeaten 
second-half to the season 
and see Preston as the 
man to lead their push 
for promotion next 
season. 


tok 


ANDY Hutchings has 
scooped the awards pool 
at Salisbury United. 

The talented full-back 
has -won the Players and 
Supporters Player of the 
Year, and also the Steve 
Jarvis Memorial 
Trophy. 

Tony Gasperetto was 
the Berries’ leading 
goalscorer. 


tok 


ADELAIDE City stal- 
wart Bugsy Nyskohus is 
to be honoured with a 
testimonial match at 
Hindmarsh on October 
16. 

A State Select will 
meet City in the game. 

Croatia veteran, Rob- 
bie Marwe, will have a 
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ST PETERS Mait- 
land ended up hol- 
ders of the Com- 
monwealth Bank 
Bill Turner Under 15 
School Cup, with a 
1-0 win over Figtree 
High School at Mac- 
quarie Field, Speers 
Point. 


A great final began 
with plenty of first half 
scoring chances. 

Alex Villela (Figtree) 


_ and Damien Smith (St 


Peters) had the pressure 
on their respective 
opponents, but goal- 
keepers David Work- 
man (St Peters) and Miki 
Milisic (Figtree) saw that 


ADELAIDE WHISPERS 


Si Peters es 


testimonial match too — 
the day before, at Han- 
son Reserve. 

Adelaide Scotland will 
provide the opposition. 


kkk 


GIANT Birkalla Eagles 
midfielder Mike Geni- 
kas has had a pin in- 
serted in his broken leg 
and will be out of action 
for at least three 
months. 

Genikas broke the leg 
in a tackle with Hellas 
defender Martin Doak. 


kkk 


EXUBERANT young 
Croatia fans caused a 
little concern with their 
celebrations at Hind- 
marsh as their side 
fought back from 0-2 
down to beat Polonia 3-2 
in the PGH Federation 
Cup final. 

Two police officers ar- 
rived on the scene. Iro- 
nically, one was Polonia 
player, Ian Di Bartolo. 


kek 


SEASONED veteran 
Harry Bell has been 
made a playing Life 
Member of Salisbury 
United Soccer Club. 

Bell has played with 
the Berries for the past 
seven seasons after 
spells with Enfield Vic- 
toria and Para Hills. 

He also appeared in 
the NZ National 


League, and in his 
native Scotland. 


the first half was score- 
less. 

But after the break St 
Peters centre-half 
Richard Johnson pro- 
duced an unstoppable 
banana shot from an 
acute angle that proved 
to be the decider. 

When the pressure in- 
creased from Figtree it 
was sweeper Tony 
Lyons who tackled him- 
self to a standstill. 


Wave after save of 
Figtree red shirts 
powered ahead over the 
final 10 minutes, but to 
no avail. 

After a great final, Mr 
John Magson of the 
Commonwealth Bank 
made the presentations 


Hellas recovery 
at season's end 


BY ALAN CLARK 
ADELAIDE Hellas 
are chasing a 
memorable end to 


Over 
the Wall? 


JUST champions — 
that’s Mobilong 
who won an indoor 
Soccer tournament 
among all SA‘s 
prisons! 

Representative teams 
from Mobilong, Ade- 
laide Remand Centre, 
Yatala Labor Prison, Mt 
Gambier, Pt Augusta, 
Pt Lincoln, Northfield 
and Cadell Training 
Centre contested the 
Late Arthur Brammer 
Trophy (former prison 
officer). 

The tournament in 
Murray Bridge was held 
on a round-robin basis, 
with the Adelaide Re- 
mand Centre and Mobi- 
long finishing top of 
their respective groups. 

Mobilong then won 
the final in its first year 
of participation. 

Last year’s final was 
won by Adelaide Gaol 
and, when it closed, 
several of its officers 
moved to Mobilong. 

This tournament was 
a warm-up for SA’s 
team to contest the 
“Law Enforcement 
Olympics” next month 
in Sydney. 


COMMONWEALTH BANK TURNER CUP 


the season, after 


major:South Aus- 
tralian honours. 


They beat Croatia on ¥ 


penalties in midweek to 


snare the Coca Cola’, 


Cup, and on Saturday 


again beat the league ).%j 


champions in the first 
leg of the West End Pre- 
mier Cup. 

Two goals by coach 
Alby Kidd helped Hel- 
las to a 4-2 win. 

The sides meet again 
this weekend, but Hellas 
look to have a comfort- 
able cushion to see them 
into the semi-finals. 

Salisbury were unable 
to take advantage of 
being at home against 
near-neighbour Para 
Hills. 

Goals from Steve 
Cooney and Harry Bell 
brough the Berries back 
to life, after they trailed 
Para through goals from 
John Klein and Mick 
Kelly. 

Good fortune could 
settle the issue this 
Saturday. 

Dour defence was the 
order of the day, as the 
youngsters of Adelaide 
City held Birkalla 
Eagles to a goalless 
draw. 

But home advantage 
should see Birkalla set- 
tle the tie on Saturday. 

John Kaye scored two 
goals to earn Modbury a 
home 2-2 draw against 
mercurial Polonia. 

But Polonia should be 
too strong this week. 


missing out on the 4@ 
= * 
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ese ARC kel scene 


JOE MULLEN (Adelaide City) rises high between South Melbourne defen- 


woo a i 


ders Steve Blair and Paul Fernandes. — Photo: CARLO IRLITTI. 


Pats down Port 


[scat cs eee | 
CBC top 
amateurs 


CBC is the talk of 
the Saturday 
amateur scene in 
SA. 


" They won the title 
convincingly with three 
weeks to play. 

Meanwhile, Noarlun- 
ga became the first 
Third Division Amateur 
side to reach the final of 
the Coca Cola Amateur 
Cup. 

They beat Tea Tree 
Gully 3-1 in their semi- 
final clash week and will 
play Salisbury Inter in 
the final. 

Inter beat Macedo- 
nian 3-1, thanks to a 
George Reeves hat- 
trick. 


A late goal scored 
by Pablo Capdevila 
of Patrician Bros 
Fairfield edged his 
team into third 
Place at the ex- 
pense of Port Mac- 
quarie High School. 

This was a game 
worthy of a cup final — 
full of thrills, spills and 
skills. 

The brilliance of St 
Pat’s Alexandro Men- 
dez was well matched by 
the Port’s Nathan 
Freeman. 

Frank Portolesi and 
Warren Stace as well as 
Capdevila and Corey, 
McKinnon also were 
two pairs of antagonists 
who thrilled the crowd. 


A St Peters High School captain Damien Smith 


The North Coast boys 
threw everything in at 
the end, but to no avail. 


Patrician Bros Fair- 
field 1 (Capdevila) Port 
Macquarie High 0. Re- 
feree: T. Ellis. 


Patrician Bros Fairfield: 
Charles Sosa, Bustos, 
Fernando Figueroa, John 
Sosa, Paul Araijo, Mark Maric, 
Vince Capano, Alexandro. Men- 
dez, Frank Portolesi, David 
Zdrilic, Pablo Capdevila, 
Anthony Baroni, Christian Biz- 
carra, Jason Spagnol, Frank 
Messina, Dominic Vitagllant. 

Port Macquarie High: 
Richard McGra 
Lewis, Warren Sace Corey 
McKinnon, Scott Cameron, 
Luke Morris, Scott Grieve, 
Nathan Freeman, Danny 
Anderson, Troy Johnson, 
Garry Neville, Bret Anderson, 
Trent Gordon Craig Willings, 
Grant Senior, Trent Bullivent, - 
‘Shane Roberts. 


_ accepts the Commonwealth Bank Bill Turner 
Cup from the Bank’s Hunter region chief mana- 
‘ger John Magson. Also | to r: Ray Kelly (Catholic 
Schools), Alan Beard (Education Dept) and Noel 


Figtree 


to the top two teams 
drawn from 357 entrant 
schools. 


Peters Maitland 1 Fig- 
tree High School 0. Re- 
feree: R. Arthur. 


St Peters, Maitland: David 
Workman, Alex Johnstone, 
Tony Lyons, Rick Ryan, Shane 
Wind, Richard Johnson, Matth- 
ew Linder, Cameron Dilley, Da- 
mien Smith, David Lynch, Mark 
Johnson Peter Hodgson Chris 
G 1 One”, e r > 
Matthew Davies, Bovorn 

‘Schofield. 


Figtree High: Miki Milisic, 
Daniel Powell, Anthony Burkin- 
shaw, Paul Pratt, Joel Ward, 
Blaze Koroskoski, Elvis Mack- 
ovski, Alex Villela, Viade 
Tracevski, Adam Hotchkis, 
Agia Sherifovski, Robert Niko- 
lovskl, Daniel Hastings, Agron 
Asanovski, Nathan Simpson. 


— = = E 
Paul Pratt and Joel Ward of Figtree HS at the Presentations. Congratulat- 
ing the latter (No 5) is Terry Murphy of the Commonwealth Bank. 


Semi-finals 


THE first semi-final 
between Patrician 
Bros Fairfield and 
Figtree High School 
went to penalty 
kicks after the 
teams stood at 2-2 
after extra-time. 

Scorers were Alex 
Villela and Agim Sher- 
ifovski for Figtree and 
Alex Mendez for Patri- 
cian Bros, with Figtree 
winning the shoot-out 
5-3. 

Mendez was the play- 
er who really caught the 
eye, and many in the 
crowd pointed to his 
future international 
potential. Referee: B. 
Carlin. 

St Peters Maitland 


produced the necéssary 
power under heavy con- 
ditions to defeat Port 
Macquarie 2-0 in diffi- 
cult weather conditions 
in the second semi-final. 

Defenders used no- 
nonsense big clearances 
rather than risking mis- 
takes in front of goal. 

Port skipper Corey 
McKinnon had to really 
tally his defenders to 
hold a tight rein on 
Maitiand’s forwards. 

The second half saw 
St Peters power forward 
despite running into a 
strong gusty wind and 
sweeping rain. 

Damian Smith col- 
lected both St Peters 
goals, and the game was 
refereed = \byo~ IN, 
Marchbank. 


Cocking (committee). 


~ ee? | WANTED 


YOUTH LEAGUE 
COACHES 


Please apply 
P.O. Box 95, Rockdale 2216. 


lub 


in writing to 


Trials for the Rockdale Hinden 
Youth League teams will begin on 
Saturday, October 15 at 9am at 
Tempe Reserve, Tempe, and continue 


Sunday, October 23, 


Sunday, October 


30 and November 6 and November 13. 
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ABOVE: Tense times during the White Eagles — 
Brisbane Bombers clash at Fairfield last 
weekend. Opposite Page: Eagles’ Zoran Blazic 
centre) and captain Radovan Filipovic confront 
Brisbane star Colin Simpson. Pics — Michael 
Sara. 

THE Sydney NIB Tornadoes notched their 
first win of the Bicentennial season when 
Melbourne Buffalos were beaten 6-1 at 
Fairfield. 

With Australia’s number one and regular Torna- 
does custodian Craig Carlisle out through injury, his 
cousin, Dean Bennell, took over the gloves and 
came out of his baptism of fire with flying colours. 

Glen Jeffery, too, was making his initial appear- 
ance in the 1988-89 JHNISL season and set up 
Hilton Silva for the first goal after just four minutes 
of play, before opening his own account midway 
through the first half. 

When vice-captain Robbie Stuart struck again for 
Sydney in the 15th minute, Melbourne were out of 
the running. Stuart’s shot flew past the hapless 
Lucky Inturrisi from half-way. : 

Buffalos did not throw in the towel and Fortunato 
Carvalho pulled a goal back 30 seconds prior to the 
break. 

But the NIB Tornadoes asserted their authority 
once more 5 minutes after the restart when Jeffery 
grabbed his second from an acute angle. 

Further strikes inside of two minutes by Stuart 
and captain-coach Steve Knight took the score to 6- 
1, and the result beyond doubt. 
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THE BEST VALUE 
HEALTH FUND 


Call NIB’s Health Insurance 
Hotline now on (02) 221 3499 


Payroll agency enquiries (02) 689 1266 


(INCORPORATED IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
(A non-profit registered health benefits organisation) 
‘A member of the Voluntary Health Insurance Association of Australia 


And available from 
all Advance Bank Branches 


Plus a network of branches throughout 
NSW & ACT. 
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Brisbane Bombers 2, 
WIN TV Warriors 6 


Brisbane’s first home 
game showed the 
crowd the type of excit- 
ing entertainment that 
Indoor Soccer fans love 
to watch. 

The Bombers domin- 
ated the first 15 minutes 
of the game and if it 
wasn't for Bruce Thurlow 
in goal for the Warriors 
showing why he is a 
member of the Australian 
World Cup squad, the 
Bombers would have 
been well in front. 

Ritchie Barnard 
opened the scoring with a 
smashing volley from a 
court-length pass by Col- 
in Simpson only to have 
the referee disallow the 
goal. 

Warriors’ Stefan Janic 
scored a pure opportunist 
goal to give his team a 1- 
0 lead. 

Then just before half- 
time, Gill Tour increased 
the lead with a well work- 
ed freekick. 

The second half kicked 
off exactly the same as 
the first, with Bruce Thur- 
low making a couple of 
great saves. 

But after five minutes, 
the Warriors started to 
take control and some 
clinical finishing by Janic 
saw them race to a 5-0 
lead and wrap up the ball 
game. 

Brett Gilligan then 
scored the sixth goal of 
the evening before John 
Kowtan put the Bombers 
on the scoresheet with 
two quick goals in the last 
five minutes. 

The Bombers were 


.taught the lesson that 


goals win matches. 

They will just have to 
practise their shooting 
skills! 

Warriors coach Les 
Gabor must have been 
pleased with his men’s 
second half performance. 


Bombers: Sarrl, Barnard, 
Simpson, Cole, Kowtan, Over- 
bye, Hupson, Dagostino, Bur- 
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ley, Bearman. 

Warriors: Thurlow, Doyle, 
Tour, S. Gililgan, Janic, Por- 
teiro, B. Gilligan, 

Scorers: Kowtan (2) for Bris- 
bane; Janic (4), Tour, B. Gilligan 
for Wollongong. 

Best players: Janic, Thuriow, 
Doyle for Wollongong; Cole 
Overbye and Kowtan for Bris- 
bane. 


Dynamos 7, 
Belconnen United 1 

Dynamos’ home 
game matched the 
pomp and colour of last 
week’s opening game 
at Fairfield and Dyna- 
mos hit home with a re- 
sounding win. 

The score could have 
been higher as Dynamos 
took control from the kick- 
off and made amends for 
the loss at the ‘‘Snake 
Pit’ the previous week. 

The first goal in the 
18th minute ploughed 
past Belconnen goalie 
Tony Musumeci, 

Belconnen grabbed a 
shock equaliser soon af- 
ter for a 1-1 share of the 
first half spoils. Kanaridis 
was the scorer. 

But after the break 
there was no stopping the 
home side who sent their 
fans wild with a non-stop 
bombardment of the Bel- 
connen goal. 


Fairfield Dynamos: Rados- 
lavjevic, Nastoski, Beluzic, 
Kodor, Diviak, 

Beiconnen United: 
Musumeci, Hayes, Stewart, 
Kanaridis, Jadric, Stirton. 


Fairfield City Dynamos 
1, Melbourne Buffalos 8 


Disaster struck for 
the Dynamos against a 
rampaging Buffalo out- 
fit, and to state that the 
home fans went home 
disappointed would be 
the understatement of 
the year... 

The active, young 
Victorians played cat and 
mouse with the Fairfiel- 
ders and a magnificent 
goal by Steve Hackett 
opened the flood gates. 

Dynamo goalie Victor 
Mourinho was the busiest 
man on the court, but 
there wasn’t much he 


could do to stem the tide. 

Only in the last six mi- 
nutes did Dynamo look 
like scoring, which they 
did through Zelko Zec, 
who sat on the bench for 
the two and a half games 
the Dynamos participated 
in this their first NISL 
season. 

Fairfield City Dynamos: J. 

Splrovski, S. Spirovski, Kodor, 
Bogicevic, Zec, Mourinho, Nas- 
toski, Beluzic. 
Melbourne Buffalos: Inturri- 
si, Ribeiro, P. de Melo, Car- 
valho, Hackett, Metaxas, 
Papsis. 

Scorers: Carvalho (4), Hackett 

(2), Ribeiro (2) for Butfalos; Zec 
for Dynamos. 
Best players: Carvaiho, 
Hackett, Inturris! for Melbou- 
re; Zec, Kodor, Nastoski for 
Fairfield. 


Parramatta Spartans 8, 
Belconnen Utd 0 


Spartans blitzed Bel- 
connen into submis- 
sion with a devastating 
power display. 

The game started slow- 
ly but the tempo quick- 
ered soon after. 

As the game pro- 


IN this year of bicentennial celebrations 
and Olympic Games, anyone searching for 
sports sponsorships has found an endless 
line of closed budgets. 


Such has been the fate 
of the Perth Cougars. 

As they were the team 
in the league who suf- 
fered most through ex- 
penditure on airfares, 
their budgetary commit- 
ments were substantial, 
to say the least. 

Attempting to find 
sponsorship in a year 
such as this is hard 
enough, but when faced 
with the daunting task of 
funding the most expen- 


Fy JHNISL 2ND ROUND 


WIN TV Warriors 
White Eagles 
P’matta Spartans 
Melbourne Buffalos 
Belconnen United 
Fairfield Dynamos 
Melb. Tornadoes 
Brisbane Bombers 
C’berra City Rockets 


SCONNN SH SLS 


This Week’s Matches 


Friday September 16 
Canberra City Rockets v 


Sydney NIB Tornadoes, 


Belconnen Community Centre, 8.30pm 


Saturday September 17 


Parramatta Spartans v Canberra City Rockets, 
Fairfield Leisure Centre 7.30pm. 
White Eagles v WIN TV Warriors, 
Fairfield Leisure Centre, 9pm. 

Melbourne Buffalos v Belconnen United, 
Ascot/Vale Leisure Centre, 7.30pm. 
Brisbane Bombers v Fairfield City Dynamos, 
Chandler Stadium, 7.30pm. 


gressed, the Spartans 
struck first through Alex 
Koussas in the 6th and 7 
minutes following excel- 
lent lead-up work. 

Robbie Noggler was 
brought in to “rest’’ John 
White and Parramatta 
continued to attack, but 
their finishing was astray 
and the Belconnen goalie 
was playing brilliantly. 

White, back in the 
game in the second half, 
scored almost im- 
mediately, and added a 
second goal as well. 

The Osman brothers 
were also amongst the 
goals. 

Noggler, not to be de- 
nied, contributed as well 
to complete Belconnen’s 
rout. 

Spartans: Saroudis, Kous- 
in Osman, Erkin Os- 


, White, Noggler, Wilson, 
Saville. 

Belconnen: Musemeci, Ste- 
wart, Jadric, Farrell, Langone, 
Hayes. 

Scorers: Koussas (2), Nog- 
gler (2), W! 
brothers one each for Spar- 


sive travel of the com- 
petition, it became im- 
possible without stron- 
ger sponsorship. 

Perth Cougars mana- 
ger, Peter Gangemi, was 
upset at having to face 
such a decision, but in 
true sporting style, Peter 
and the Cougars will 
continue to fly a proud 
flag in their state com- 
petition as well as assis- 
ting with junior develop- 
ment programmes. 


Best players: Robbie Nog- 
gler, Alex Koussas, John 
White. 


White Eagles: 11, 
Canberra City Rockets 
6 


Canberra City Zee 
Rockets lost their 
second game of the 
week going down to 
Sydney White Eagles 
11-6 at the Belconnen 
Community Centre on 
Saturday night. 

The White Eagles took 
the lead in the first seven’ 
minutes to lead 3-0 with 
three ‘“‘easy”’ goals. 

The Rockets then got 
one back to make the 
score 3-1. 

White Eagles replied 
with two more goals then 
Emil Maracic blasted one 
home before the break. 

In the second half, ex- 
perience told as the 
Eagles hit another six 
goals, five coming than R. 
Filipovic and one from his 
brother. 


The Rockets could only 
manage three more from 
Emil Maracic. 


The game was en- 
tertaining and high-scor- 
ing and a large crowd 
appreciated the ball skills 
on display. 

Rockets: D. Pookas, A. 
Moebus, D. Perkovic, G. Kyr- 
glos, C. Kocak, N. Popovich, E. 
Maracic, T. Lemezina, V. da Sil- 
va, T. Podovich. 

White Eagles: Sehic, Antic, 
Baazic, R. Fillpovic, A. Fillpo- 
vic, Radovanovic, Vujinovic, 
Maslovaric, Paviovic, Kriyar, 
Ninovic. 

Scorers: F. Maracic (4), T. 
Lemezina (2) for the Rockets; 
Baazic (1), R. Fillpovic (7), A. Fill- 
povic (2), Jinovic (1) for White 

les. 


Man of the match: R. Fill- 
povic. 
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World Cup visitors 


ASW’s Mario Etchart acted as interpreter 
when FIFUSA president Januerio D‘Alessio 
and secretary general Juan Jose Ferndan- 
dez met Prime Minister Bob Hawke on Fri- 
day night. 

The FIFUSA pair have been in Australia to inspect 
all World Indoor Cup stadia. 

Charlie Perkins, chairman of the World Cup 
organising committee, believes that all venues will 
meet the rigourous standards. 

D'Alessio told the PM: “Two years ago, holding 
the World Indoor Cup in Australia was just a dream. 

“Thanks to your help it has become a reality.” 

Mr Hawke was invited to attend the opeing cere- 
mony in Canberra on Thursday, October 21, and 
promised that he would try to be there. 

D'Alessio and Fernandez visited Wollongong City 
on the first leg of their Australian tour and inspected 
the Fairways Motel, the accomodation venue for the 
four international teams which will play the Wollon- 
gong section of the World Cup elimination rounds, 

The president was delighted with the arrange- 
ments and congratulated Terry Pearce, Ilawarra 
Indoor Soccer Assocation president, for his diligent 
work on behalf of FIFUSA. 

WIN-4 Television interviewed the president and 
the delegation then left for Canberra. 

— KEITH GILMOUR 


Dynamos sponsored 


FAIRFIELD City Dynamos have gained a 
sponsor which will greatly help the club’s 
development in all areas. 

Swarovski, the world’s largest manufacturers of 
glass crystal, have put financial backing behind the 
Dynamos from their Under 7s through to the 
JHINSL side. 

The big attraction for Swarovski is the level of 
junior development open to them through the 
Dynamos. 

The sponsorship is viewed as a long-term associa- 
tion which will greatly enhance the development of 
indoor Soccer in the Fairfield area. 

No wonder there was much celebrating down at 
the Fairfield City Dynamos headquarters, the Ger- 
man-Austrian Club in Cabramatta. 


AUSTRALIAN BICENTENNIAL AUTHORITY and 
BUFFALO SPORTS 


INDOOR 
SOCCER 


Summer Competition Starts Soon! 


MINOR premiers and grand final winners for the 
second season running! That’s the proud record 
of the Port Boys, who last Wednesday night 
defeated Hungry Horse in an enthralling final 


Teams Required that was competitive to the final whistle. 
U/7 Boys to A/A Men Lou Lingurovskis’ three goals were the real differ- 
fi ence between the sides, although the silky skills of 
Uilz Gristo NAWoren Cane Despotovski coupled with his pace and shootin, 
Over 35 M 3s 4 is ig 
ver en ability mark him as a star of the future. 


The final scoreline of 3-1 did not reflect the closeness 
of the game, and in fact had Hungry Horse taken 
advantage of a couple of chances in the second half, 
who knows?! 


REGISTER NOW FOR INFORMATION 


conracr: @& (02) 71 1677 


Profile 


SUMMER SEASON 


CHARLIE Akkary, an 


NOW OPEN 


For Registration 
All Grades Welcome 
Men’s A, B, C, 


Ladies, Juniors from Under 8’s 


STATE LEAGUE STARTING SOON 


All enquiries 


® (07) 287 3656 Dennis Murray or 
344 1530 (AH) Keith Sharrock 


Buffalo 
brothers 


NOT to be outdone, 
the Melbourne Buffa- 
los team includes two 
sets of brothers, Virgi- 
lio and Fortunato Car- 
valho and their 


cousins Pedro and 
Abilio de Melo. 

Also, Michael Contos 
and his father John coach 
and manage the team, 
while cousins John and 
Michael Metaxas play on 
the field. 

Finally, Toni Gomes 
and Aderito Pina are 
soon to become brothers- 
in-Law. 

Now who Can beat 
that? 


The South American 
guest players for the Buf- 
falos should be here and 
Tegistered in time for the 
two big games in Sydney 
on September 10 and 11 
against the Tornadoes 
and the Dynamos. 

Look out Sydney! The 
“Mardi Gras” from Mel- 
bourne is coming! 


insurance salesman 
living in Canterbury, 
in Sydney’s West, 
has made the move 
for this year’s NISL 
competition from 
his former team, 
Parramatta Spar- 
tans, to join three- 
time league win- 
ners NIB Tornados. 

Akkary began playing 
indoor Soccer in Brazil 
where he performed for 
10 years. 

He joined the 
JHNISL in 1985. 

During the 1987 sea- 
son, he scored 54 goals 
for the Spartans as a 
striker. 

Charlie, 24 and single, 
enjoys all ball games as 
he also plays basketball 
and table tennis. 


nak 


International rules kicked off for the first time at the 
Howzat Soccer centre in Fairy Meadow, with a 24 team 
competition on Friday nights. This weeks’ trial games 
showed that it won't take long for the lads to pick up 
the skills of the new game. 

Rob Kirkwood has promulgated a junior league this 
season for the first time, and this will also be-run under 
the federation international rules banner. 


tok 


Junior development in the Illawarra is at an all time 
high, with competitions being staged at four venues, 
with a fifth possible this week. Upwards of 120 junior 
teams are expected to kick off this season, a far cry 
from the eight that started at Oak Flats two years ago! 


INDOOR SOCCER 
INGLEBURN SPORTS 
CENTRE 


Lancaster Rd, INGLEBURN 
Teams required for Summer 


The Best of Luck! 


The players, directors and officials of the 
Sydney NIB Tornadoes Futsal Club extend 
best wishes to Andy Paschalidis and Frank 
Speranza on their forthcoming marriages 
to Jane and Angela respectively. 


competition 
Juniors — Seniors & Women 
Contact Alois Jamsek 


@ (02) 618 3770 
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SYDNEY NIB Tornadoes’ manager Ben Pinchas announced this 
week the signings of Sydney Olympic outdoor stars Abbas Saad, 
Tom Pontidas and Steve Chilas. 

Saad and Pontidas made their debuts as substitutes during the 6-1 win over 
Melbourne at the weekend. 


WESTERN SUBURBS U12: Michael Tory, Frank Russo, Gulraj Singh Dhil- 

lon,Joe Notaro, Nat Castrogiovanni, Reuben Bedoya, Mathew Day, Jamie 

Bombara, Sean O'Riley, Craig Adorini, Dario Biviano, John Parlapanis, 
Gian Carlo Biviano. Coach: Peter O'Riley, Manager: Colleen Tory. 


Pictured are the victorious undefeated Pittwater RSL Under 12 Division 1 

Soccer team who play in the Manly Warringah SA. This team has won its 

age group since coming together at under 9s. The only exception was in 
U10s when they were runners up. 


This season the team received trophies for winning their championship, 

the top four knockout series, being the best attacking and defensive First 

Division team and for being, overall, the champion junior team, the last 
trophy covering juniors between u9 and u18 in the MWSA area. 


Successful coach Mick Reale has moulded the players into a fine outfit of 

young sportsmen, four of whom also represent MWSA in the U12 age 

group Metropolitan Championship team. Pittwater U12s represented 

MWSA in the Champion of Champions competition, travelling to Camden 
for their first round match. 


The season finished with the team on a 100% win record, with 105 goals 
for and three against. 


Back row (L-R): Kevin White (manager), Michael Smit, Mark Oneile, Ben 

White, Robert Bevern, Liam Weston, Peter Cetrangolo, Clinton Barnes, 

Mick Reale (coach). Front row: Scott Reynolds, Nick Martinu, Ryan Cowell, 
= Trent Reale, Steven Riches, Trevor Stead. 


18 AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 14, 1988 


BY IAN MARRIOTT 


SEVEN different clubs 
were represented in 
the Umbro League 
grand finals, which 
were played at St 
George Stadium last 
weekend to determine 
the 1988 champions, 
and watched by close 
to 4000 spectators. 

In Under 13, Black- 
town City settled down a 
lot faster than Suther- 
land, who were obviously 
very nervous, and found 
themselves two goals up 
at halftime before run- 
ning out eventual 3-1 
winners. 

Indeed, the score could 
well have been higher as 
Blacktown’s Andrew 
Seniuk rattled the cross- 
bar from a freekick in the 
seventh minute. 

Only two minutes later, 
Blacktown put together 
some magic balls down 
the right before crossing 
for Brett Fleeting to find 
himself with time and 
space to hit the back of 
the net. 

Blacktown settled 
down to the task at hand 


Champion 
of Champions 


UNDER 9: Manly v Macarthur 
0-7, Canterbury v Sutherland 0-4, 
St George v Bankstown 2-1, 
Gladesville v Blacktown og4p, 
og5p, Granville v Sthn Districts 2- 
1, Nepean, S&E bye. 

UNDER 10: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Eastem 0-1, Manly v Macarthur 
3-0, Nepean v Illawarra 0-4, Can- 
terbury v Sutherland 1-2, St 
George v Bankstown 0-1, 
Gladesville v Blacktown 0-3, 
Granville v Sthn Districts 0-2. 

UNDER 11: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Eastem 1-2, Manly v Macarthur 
1-0, Nepean v Illawarra 1-5, Can- 
terbury v Sutherland 1-2, St 
George v Bankstown ig5p, ig4p, 
Gladesville v Blacktown 1g5p, 
1g4p, Granville v Sthn Districts 3- 
1 


UNDER 12: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Eastem 0-1, Manly v Macarthur 
og3p, og4p, protest, Nepean v 
Mawarra og5p, og4p, Canterbury 
v Sutherland 1-2, St George v 
Bankstown 3-0, Gladesville v 
Blacktown 2-1, Granville v Sthn 


Districts 0-2. _ 2 
UNDER 13: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 


& Eastern 0-10, Manly v Macar- - 


thur og3p, og2p, Nepean v Illa- 
warra 2-1, Canterbury v Suther- 
land 2-3, St George v Bankstown 
0-1, Gladesville v Blacktown 
1g2p, 194p, Granville v Sthn Dis- 
tricts 2-1. 

UNDER 14: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Eastem 0-6, Manly v Macarthur 
og3p, og4p, Nepean v Illawarra 
0-1, Canterbury v Sutherland 4-1, 
St George v Bankstown 294p 
2g2p, Gladesville v Blacktown 0- 
3, Granville v Sthn Districts 0-3. 

UNDER 15: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Easter 0-2, Manly v Macarthur 
2-0, Nepean v Illawarra 1-4, Can- 
terbury Sutherland 1-2, St 
George v Bankstown 0-1, 
Gladesville v Blacktown 1-3, 
Granville v Sthn Districts 0-1. 

UNDER 16: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn 
& Eastern abandoned, Manly v 
Macarthur 3-1, Nepean v lilawar- 
ra 0-3, Canterbury v Sutherland 
41, St George Bansktown og3p, 
ogOp, Gladesville v Blacktown 2- 
3, Granville v Sthn Districts 
194p,193p. 

UNDER 17: Ku-ting-gai v Sthn 
& Eastem 4-0, Manly v Macarthur 
og4p, og5p, Nepean v Illawarra 

3, Canterbury v Sutherland 1-4, 
St George v Bankstown 6-1, 
Granville v Sthn Districts 3-0, 
Gladesville bye. 

UNDER 18: St v Bank- 
stown 1-3, Gladesville v Black- 
town 1-2, Granville, Ku-ring-gai, 

‘Sutherland 


Manly, Nepean, byes. 
UNDER 21: Canterbury v 
Sutherland 0-4, St George v 
Bankstown 1-4, Gladesville v 
Blacktown 2-0, Granville v Sthn 
Districts 6-1, Ku-ring-gai, Manly, 


Nepean byes. 

ALL AGE: Ku-ring-gai v Sthn & 
Eastern 1-4, Manly v Macarthur 
2-0, Canterbury v 23, 
St George v Bankstown 1-9, 
Gladesville v Blacktown 2-0, 
Granville v Sthn Districts 1-4 Ne- 


, bye. 
(District Association names 
shown, but are represented by 
their leading club teams). 


4000 at YL finals 


in total contrast to the 
opposition who panicked 
in the 12th minute when 
Andrew Polley made a 
tremendous run into the 
box only to be brought 
down and awarded a 
penalty which Seniuk 
converted for a 2-0 lead. 

The first half finished 
without a single shot from 
Sutherland, but only 
seconds into the second 
period they put together a 
beautiful string of passes 
to release their striker 
into the area for a shot 
which was only inches 
wide. 

They continued to 
attack the Blacktown goal 
with little result until the 
49th minute, when David 
Dunseath made a deter- 
mined run from the mid- 
field into the area before 
releasing a well placed 
shot to put his team back 
into the game. 

Sutherland, however, 
were unable to take 
advantage of having pul- 
led one back and within 
30 seconds of the kick-off 
the Demons regained a 
two-goal advantage when 
Seniuk rounded the 
keeper. 

Blacktown City were 
presented with the Youth 
League champions’ tro- 
phy by NSW State coach 
Wayne Simpson. 

Umbro, who supplied 
all the match balls for the 
day, also handed out 
Player of the Match 
awards, which went to 
David Thomas for 
Sutherland and Black- 
town’s Seniuk. Their 
prize was an Umbro ball. 


Under 14 


St George proved too 
good for Melita Eagles in 
Under 14 for 95 percent 
of the match before panic 
set in during extra-time. 

They amazingly con- 
ceded three goals in a 
five-minute spell of all or 
nothing football by Meli- 
ta, who came so close to 
forcing extra-time. But it 
was not to be and Saints 
held on to win a thriller 
43. 

St George opened the 
scoring in the 12th minute 
when they made a force- 
ful attack down the left 
before placing an angled 
cross into the box for 
Mick Dimovski to receive 
the ball, turn and shoot 
low past the keeper. 

They went further 
ahead in the 28th minute 
when Ante Moric made a 
magnificent run into the 
penalty area before cut- 
ting the ball back from 
the goalline into the path 
of Mite Talcevski, who 
made no mistake slotting 
the ball away into an open 
goal. 

Six minutes later, a 
scramble in the box saw 
the ball fall for Andrew 
Dowling who shot into 
the net from seven metres 
to put Saints ahead at the 
break 3-0. 

All credit to Melita 
who looked likely to go 
down by a huge margin at 
halftime. They fought off 
every St George attack 
and after regulation time 
had expired, they were 
rewarded for their persist- 
ence in injury-time by 
Aler Stajcic. 

This goal brought the 
game to life again and, 
almost straight from the 
kick-off, Saints put press- 
ure on the Melita de- 
fence, forcing an own 


goal to make the score 4-1 
in their favour. is 

The Eagles again pul- 
led one back only a mi- 
nute later when the ball 
fell nicely for Gary Lees, 
who was also brilliantly 
positioned to head home 
a cross to bring Melita 
only one goal short of the 
Saints’ tally. 

State coach John 
Haynes made the pre- 
sentations to a jubilant St 
George team and named 
Daniel Aguilera, from 
Melita, and Ante Moric 
as the Players of the 
Match for each team. 


Under 15 


Sydney Croatia applied 
enough pressure to split 
the atom after Marconi 
had scored in the second 
minute of play and they 
Tan out 2-1 victors in the 
Under 15 grand final, 

Marconi scored their 
only goal when Jeff Suzor 
made a determined run 
down the left before play- 
ing the ball diagonally 
back for Mickey Barbaro 
to smack the ball past a 
bewildered goalie. 

The goal brought 
Croatia back to life and 
they began to pour on the 
pressure only to muff 
chance after chance or to 
be thwarted by goalkeep- 
er Mark Schwartzer’s 
brilliance. 

The inevitable 
breakthrough happened 
in the 25th minute when 
Schwartzer slightly mis- 
judged a corner while he 
was being jostled. This 
enabled tall Croatia cen- 
tre back Gary Deprato to 
head home the equaliser. 

Four minutes into the 
second half, Matthew Zec 
missed an open goal and 
then Barbero appeared to 
be brought down outside 
the area, but the referee 
waved play on. 

Five minutes later, Syd- 
ney Croatia grabbed the 
lead when Schwartzer 
could not cut off a cross 
from the right which left 
Zec with an open goal 
from three metres. He 
made no mistake this time 
to clinch the title for his 
team. 

The Under 15 State 
coach, Ian Lloyd, pre- 
sented Croatia with the 
winners’ medallions and 
selected Marconi’s 
Schwartzer and Croatia’s 
Andrew French as Play- 
ers of the Match. 


Under 17 


Sydney Olympic came 
back from a goal down to 
defeat Sydney Croatia 2-1 
in the U/17 grand final in 
front of a boisterous 
crowd. 

Adam Letherbarrow 
opened the scoring for 
Croatia with a magnifi- 
cent header which left 


Olympic goalkeeper, 


Jason Vickery grasping at 
thin air in the 29th 
minute. 

Croatia gave away too 
many freekicks and paid 
the penalty when Billy 
Baltatzis equalised from 
one of them. 

Olympic poured on the 
pressure in the second 
half, Chris Eliades thrill- 
ing the large crowd with 
his breathtaking skills. 

Both teams provided 
some top-class football in 
a desperate struggle for 
superiority, which kept 
the goalies on their toes 
and forcing some fabu- 
lous saves. 


Sydney Croatia came 
_close in the 68th minute 
when Letherbarrow cros- 
sed from the corner for 
Houghton to head only 
centimetres wide, but it 
was Olympic who scored 
nine minutes later to take 
the lead when George 
Papageorgeiou cleverly 
lobbed the goalkeeper 
from eight metres. 


Sydney Olympic 
showed plenty of compo- 
sure in the final 10 mi- 
nutes to cling on to their 
hard-won victory before 
receiving the adulation of 
their ecstatic fans. 


Australian Under 16 
coach Vic Dalgleish was 
called upon to make the 
presentations to the victo- 
rious Olympic, whose 
Baltatzis was named Play- 
er of the Match along 
with Letherbarrow for 
Croatia. 


ERSTE 
COMING UP... 


* Champion of 
Champions 

* National 
Championships 

* State Championships 


Kemps 
Creek 


KEMPS Creek United 
Soccer Football Club 
has had its most 
successful season for 
a number of years 
with three premier 
teams, two runners- 
up and a round-robin 
winner. 

The club, located in the 
south of the Nepean dis- 
trict, has only eight 
teams, so the results are 
quite meritorious. 

The premier league 
side won a hard-fought 
1-0 play-off for the pre- 
miership against Henry 
Lawson. 

There were chances 
created at both ends, with 
each team hitting the post 
and with Kemps Creek 
clearing off the line on 
one occasion and Henry 
Lawson four times. 

The game went into ex- 
tra-time and a penalty 
kick decided the match. 

The reserve grade side 
played the early match 
against Hazelbrook in a 
play-off for second place. 

This was also a game of 
a very high standard. 

The teams ended 1-1 and 
were declared equal run- 
ners-up. 

This season saw the 
first use of the new Sports 
Ground next to the 
mother club — the 
Kemps Creek Sporting 
and Bowling Club. 

Already ground im- 
provements have started 
and the club is preparing 
for 1989. 

— DAVID 
WADSWORTH 


SEND ASW your pic- 
tures and stories. 

We are always keen to 
publicise the game at 
your level. 

Our mailing address is 
Box 406, Broadway 
2007. 
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BY MICHAEL DEANE 


THE major semi-final 
between Avala and 
Fairy Meadow turned 
out to be somewhat of 
an anti-climax, but 
Avala had the satisfac- 
tion of winning out 2- 
0. 

A good size crowd 
turned up at Francis Park 
last Sunday to witness 
what should have been a 
classic confrontation be- 
tween the two top teams 
in the competition. 

But somehow the game 
turned out to be a dull 
affair. Both Avala and 
Fairy Meadow were not 
prepared to take each 
other on, and the major- 
ity of the football was 


LETTERS 


Write to ASW Let- 
ters, PO Box 406 
Broadway, NSW 
* Please restrict letters 
to a maximum of 150 
words and prefer- 
ably typed, if not 
neatly hand-written. 


CROATIA 
VIEW 


| would like to offer my 
congratulations to 
Michael Cockerill of the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
His article about Sydney 
Croatia (SMH 30th Au- 
gust) was the best re- 
searched article written 
about the club I’ve read. 


Clearly, Croatia's 
supporters single-hand- 
edly finance the National 
Soccer League — not 
Marconi, Apia or even 
South Melbourne. 


Finally, anyone who 
went to the Gold Cup 
would have seen at least 
five thousand Croatia 
supporters supporting 
Australia. Our fans are 
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played out in midfield. 

Scoring chances were 
few and far between. 
Meadow did launch a few 
attacks midway through 
the first half, but they 
were blocked by Avala’s 
goalkeeper Chris 
Hummel. 

Hummel rose to the 
occasion and with sup- 
treme confidence he 
soaked up everything 
Fairy Meadow could 
throw at him. 

Avala’s best chance 
came when Drago Con- 
stantine found Calic in a 
scoring position inside the 
box. The shot went wide 
from only four metres. 

Avala piled on the 
pressure at this point, but 
they were unable to pene- 
trate a solid Meadow de- 
fence. Full-time arrived 
with the game scoreless. 

The game now went 


most loyal to our club and 
to the Australian national 
team. 

One Sydney paper, 
however, seems to prefer 
Apia and St George, and 
that could lead people to 
conclude that only those 
teams exist in the Natio- 
nal League. 

Perhaps their journalist 
could watch a game at 
the Croatian Sports Cen- 
tre at some stage. 

Steve Kovac, 
Berala 2141. 


VICTORIA 


STATE RESERVES 
Croydon City 1 Springvale City 2 
Morwell Falcons 1 St Albans 3 
Bulleen 9 Oakleigh 0 
Caulfield City 3 Ringwood City 1 
Fawkner 1 Northcote City 1 
Green Gully 2 Box Hill 0 


Heidelberg Utd 3 Maribymong 2 
Westem Suburbs 2 Thomastown 1 

WDLFA Pts 
Fawkner 193 573 32 41 
Northcote City 168 261 2540 
Bullen 148 5 68 36 36 
StAlbans 156 6 49 41 36 
Green Gully 154 9 64.41 94 
Caufield City 145 859 4133 
Heidelberg Utd 126 957 4630 
Morwell Falcons 115 12 47 42 27 
Ringwood City 99 8575527 
Box Hill 11 4 13 50 51 26 
‘Thomastown 8 6 12 47 64 22 
Westem Suburbs 94 15 98 71 22 
Croydon City 85 11 46 40 21 
Springvale City 6 3 18 31 59 15 
Maribymong 71 19 40 73 15 
Oakleigh 1123236 3 

VIC 1 
FIRST 

Essendon City 0 Frankston Pines 3 


Broadmeadows 2 Nunawading City 
1 
Altona Gate 1 Mooroolbark 0 
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ADPIORP ERE A ees 


into 15 minutes extra- 
time each way. Avala 
brought on substitute 
George Alhanasi and it 
was this player who indi- 
rectly brought about the 
first goal. He was strid- 
ing goalwards well in the 
clear, when Fairy 
Meadow’s keeper Gra- 
ham Cooke dived at the 
feet of the striker and pul- 
led him down in the area. 
Avala left-back Paul 
Quarmby was equal to 
the task from the spot- 
kick. 

Twelve minutes into 
the second period of ex- 
tra-time Avala put the 
issue beyond doubt when 
Constantine picked up a 
superb ball from midfield 
and dribbled the ball past 
keeper Cooke for the 
easiest of goals. 

In fairness to Avala it 
should be pointed out 
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Nunawading City 11-310 
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RESERVES 
Essendon City 2 Frankston Pines 5 
Broadmeadows 3 Nunawading City 
1 


Altona Gate 2 Mooroolbark 0 
Albion 5 Richmond 2 
Knox City 1 Werribee 0 
Dandenong 4 Mordialloc 0 
Westgate 5 Sunbury United 4 


WDOLFA Pt 
Dandenong 158 1 66 19 38 
Attona Gate 145 461313 
Mooroolbark 143 6 40 27 31 
Essendon City 124 752372 
Broadmeadows 106 6 5637 2 
‘Werribee 97 644 4025 
‘Albion 96 6 35 30 24 
Knox City 02 9482 
Frankston Pines 59 10 36 44 19 
Mordialioc 7313 39 59 17 
Richmond 5 6 13 36 67 16 
West Gate 47 10 33 49 15 
‘Sunbury United 36 15 24 51 15 
Nunawading City 4415 13 45 12 
WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA 
BY 
DAVID ANDREWS 


FLOREAT Athena are 
the champions of WA. 
With a 3-2 victory over 
Sorrento last 
weekend Athena 


that their senior coach 
Mike Urakalo was still on 
duty with the Youth Soc- 
ceroos and injuries to 
David Hale and Crhis 
Ackerley could have con- 
tributed to the average 
showing. 

Avala and Fairy 
Meadow have now to play 
off on October the 2nd at 
Melita Stadium to decide 
who moves into the Ist 
Division State League. 


THE STORY 0 
THE WORLD CUP 


SEE Page 20 for the spe- 
cial video offer. 

All the way from Uru- 
guay 1930 to Mexico 
1986. 

* Don’t miss ordering 
a copy as a great 
Christmas gift. 


made certain of their 
second league title. 

Only once in 1977 have 
the Greek community 
been able to see their 
efforts justified with the 
most prestigious title of 
them all. 

Athena in effect won 
the premiership last week 
when they established a 
six-point lead or a two- 
game advantage with only 
two rounds of the com- 
petition to go. 

They have been worthy 
winners, having taken 
over the lead on May 14 
and never being headed 
again, 

At one stage late in the 
tournament they pro- 
duced four draws in the 
month of July to lose 
eight out of 12 points. 

At the start of the sea- 
son Macedonia had 
strong support as the club 
most likely to win yet 
another premiership title. 

They lost goalkeeper 
Robert Zabica to Ade- 
laide City and John 
Hunter to Athena. 

They have done well in 
the final analysis, but it 
was far from a vintage 
Macedonia. 

With one round to play 
Macedonia are certain of 
a place in the Top Four 
Cup, as are North Perth 
Croatia, who had a great 
year after a disastrous 
start in which they lost six 


The South 


American 
Express 


Only 11 hours non-stop from Auckland to Buenos Aires on 

Aerolineas Argentinas Transpolar flight. Every Wednesday with 
same-day arrival in Buenos Aires and most major cities in South 
America. 


Buenos Aires — it's on your way! 


Convenient stopover facilities allow you to visit this fascinating 
city before continuing on your way. Ask your Travel Agent about 
South American tours as well as special Circle Americas and Round 
the World fares. Because, once you say “yes” to South America, 
you will discover a whole new range of travel options. So, add a 
little spice and excitement to your next trip to Europe or 


North America . 


fly The South American Express! 


SUITE 1203, 33 BLIGH STREET, SYDNEY, NSW 


AEROLINEAS ARGENTINAS 


Zz. 


PHONE 233 8433 


NSW Second Division winners Avala, with coach Michael Urukalo (left) — 


THE Socceroos were 
sorry that Wally Savor 
and Gary McDowall had 
to be left at home. Both 


out of their first seven 
matches. 


All Olympic need in 
their final match is a 
draw, though a win would 
be better because it is 
possible for Olympic to 
find themselves in second 
spot if Macedonia and 
Croatia were to lose. 


If there is a disappoint- 
ment it has to be the fai- 
lure of Perth Italia to 
qualify for the top four, 
let alone win the premier- 
ship. 


The brave experiment 
of amalgamating Perth 
Azzurri and East 
Fremantle Tricolore, 
WA’s two most imporant 
clubs of the past 30 years, 
and Balcatta Etna has so 
far failed to produce the 
sparkle hoped for. 

But it is early days and 
new advanced plans are in 
place to make it a big year 
in 1989. 

To start with they have 
employed NSW Director 
of Coaching Alan Vest as 
their coach. 

To support him they 
have appointed this year’s 
coach, David Harrison, as 
their development coach. 

SUPER LEAGUE 

Points: Athena 38, 
Macedonia 31, Croatia 
30, Olympic 28, Bays-_ 
water 28, Italia 25, Sor- 
tento 24, Dalmatinac 19. 

Leading goalscorers: 
Paul Wormley (Athena) 
20; Frank Smerilli 
(Bayswater Inter) 14; Ken 
Boden (Croatia) 13; Mike 
Smith (Dalmatinac), Ross 
Greer (Athena) 111. 


TO SEOUL 
(from page 3) 


“The players have 
demonstrated unswerv- 
ing dedication, as has 
coach Frank Arok and 
his back-up staff,” he 
Stated. 

Rale Rasic and Ray 
Richards congratulated 
the Socceroos on their 
achievements and 
looked back to the glory 
days of the 1974 World 
Cup when Australia’s 
group included the two 
Germanies and Chile. 

Australia’s game 
against West Germany 
took place only 12 days 
before they were con- 
firmed as champions of 
the world. 

Rasic told us: “In my 
mind Ray Baartz stands 
as Australia’s greatest 
Soccer player. 
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had been key defenders 
in getting the team 


through to Seoul. 


THIRD DIVISION 


BY WEST SAWINA 


AS predicted, Baulk- 
ham Hills ended Rooty 
Hills-Wests string of 
22 successive victories 
with a narrow but 
convincing 2-1 win in 
the major second 
grade semi-final at 
Popondetta Park. 

Missed early chances 
proved to be the deciding 
factor, and after a score- 
less first half, ‘Baulko’ 
took the lead in the 73rd 
minute through Tony 
Brazenovic. 

David Bolt made it two 
in the 80th, before Paul 
Hunter reduced the 
arrears via a penalty kick, 
approaching fulltime. 

Dulwich Hill moved 
into the first grade grand 
final by routing Moore- 
bank 6-1. 

Settling quickly into 
stride, they pressured 
Moorebank from the out- 
set and were rewarded by 
a goal through Bateman 
in the 10th minute, after a 
good lead up by Lira. 

Unable to contain Dul- 
wich Hill’s former Soccer- 
oo Agenor Muniz and the 
experienced. Dennis 
Duarte, Moorebank hung 
on grimly. 

In the 30th Muniz bent 
in a free-kick to make it 
2-0. 


SUCCESS 


Despite the dismissal of 
Kymantis, Moorebank 
struck back shortly after 
halftime through 
Lanham, and with Gis- 
bourne performing mira- 
cles in goal, an upset was 
still on the cards, 


However an inspired 
spell by Duarte midway 
into the half settled the 
issue. 

His two goals in the 
space of five minutes put 
paid to any hopes of re- 
covery. 


Reduced to nine men 
through the sending off of 
Corden, Moorebank con- 
ceded further goals to 
Duarte and Muniz in the 
dying minutes. 


DULWICH HILL: P Ahrens, K 
Gaffney, S Lannigan, S Bate- 
man, FR Lira, A Muniz, D Duarte, 
SS Duffy, S Baros, J Santos, L 
Biez00 d Ferreira, M Ferreira, 

Souness, P Martins. 

» MOOREEANK: R Gisbourne, 
K Woods, G Woods, Kymantis, 
E Forrester, J Bakker, B Lewis, 
B Morley, P Lanham, M Lewis, 
M Corden, S Parks, G O'Carroll, 
S Keys, P Durante. 

This Sunday the action 
moves to Cawarra Park, Rooty 
Hill, where the sudden death 
finals see Rooty Hill West Un- 
fted take on Mt Drultt in second 
grade, and Baulkham Hills 
clash with Moorebank in first. 


“It was a great pity 
that the injury against 
Uruguay at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground kept 
him out of the World 
Cup finals.” 

Current 
coach Frank Arok, not 
short in the fluency de- 
partment, gave SBS pre- 
senter Les Murray a 
clear indication that 
Australia will be at their 
fighting best for this 
weekend’s opener 
against Yugoslavia. 

And the entire squad 
received a huge ovation 
when they assembled on 
stage. 

The gala event drew 
well-deserved praise 
from all those in attend- 
ance. 

The organisers — 
Harry Michaels, Daizy 
Gedeon, Joe Prestia, 
Andrew Lederer, John 
Constantine and Stefan 
Kamasz — can take a 
bow for a job well done. 


national 


But they aren’t the 
only ones. 

Coming to the aid of 
the party were a group 
of splendid sponsors and 
SBS did an interview, 
with Frank Arok and 
Graham Arnold, direct 
from the Town Hall for 
their 7pm Sport Report. 

So here’s a big thank 
you to: Winfield, SBS, P 
and M Primo Small- 
goods, De Costi Bros 
Seafoods, West End 
Beer, Conca d’Oro 
Catering, Seppelts, 
Lemair Australia, Pron- 
to Guide, Megatone 
Enterprises, Mitre 
Sports, Paesanella 
Cheese Manufacturers, 
Waratah Florists, Adi- 
das, Radio Rentals, 
Velez Pty Ltd, Austra- 
lian Airlines and the 
Council of the City of 
Sydney. 

It was a night our Soc- 
ceroos will long re- 
member. 
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Invitation to juniors... 


THE day of the year for NSW Soccer is the Grand Finals play-offs 
at Parramatta Stadium on Sunday, September 25. 


So the NSW Soccer Federation, in collaboration with Australian Soccer 
Weekly, is giving out free vouchers to admit junior players to this prestige 
event. 


Grand finals are held in First, Second and Third Divisions, giving a great 
spectacle in your favorite football code. 


Don’t miss it ... CUT OUT and bring the coupon below to the gate at 
Parramatta Stadium if you are an Under 16 or under junior Soccer player. 


AND PARENTS . . . make it a family day in these great surroundings! 


FREE ADMISSION TICKET 


for junior and schools 
players up to under 16 


ADMIT ONE JUNIOR 


! 

I 

1 

1 

| 

! 

to the 

NSW GRAND FINAL DAY : 
PARRAMATTA STADIUM ; 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25 


xf First Division 3pm yx Second Division 1pm 
yx Third Division 11am 
Present this voucher at the gate 
in conjunction with 
AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION LTD 


EXCLUSIVE TO READERS OF THE ASW 


~ +3, 


URUGUAY 
1930 10 
MEXICO 

1986 


«lll. . 
Superb profiles of stars like PELE and DIEGO MARADONA, portraits of 
team managers like HELMUT SCHOEN and CESAR LUIS MENOTTI, 
behind the scenes discussions with referees like CLIVE THOMAS of 


Wales and ARNOLD CUELHO of Brazil. 
C/- AUSTRALIAN SOCCER WEEKLY 
P.O. Bex 466 
BROADWAY NSW 2007 
Please forward ... copies of ‘The Story of The World Cup’ 
video/s at $39:00 each plus $3.00 post and handling. 


CHRISTMAS! 


VHS ( BETA 


Please tick 


! enclose my cheque/money order for $ or charge my 


credit card 
MASTER CARD [TTTTILILLILIILI 
VISA 


BANKCARD 


Signature .. 
Name... 
Address . 


Expiry date 

THE SUN Britain's biggest 
selling newspaper said, 

“A WORLD CUP CRACKER 
— A MUST FOR FANS” 


Young Roos are Asia-bound 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


AUSTRALIA defeated New Zealand 1-0 in 
the final of the seven-nation Oceania Youth 


World Cup qualifying 


tournament to clinch 


a berth in the Asian play-offs. 


New Zealand will join 
the Young Socceroos in 
a five-team round-robin 
in Asia in November, 
the winner of which will 
compete in next Febru- 
ary’s World Cup finals 
in Saudi Arabia. 

There was never any 
doubt Australia and 
New Zealand would 
come through. The All 
Whites had also been 
unbeaten until the final, 
played in front of 2,000 
spectators in Suva last 
Saturday. 


Australia’s goal was 
scored by St George 
striker Zoran Ilic in the 
16th minute with a 
powerful drive after a 
dazzling solo dash. 

Like most Australia v 
New Zealand internatio- 
nals, the match was 
fiercely contested but 
the young Aussies al- 
ways looked like win- 
ning their fifth consecu- 
tive Oceania title. 


Chinese Taipei 
accounted for Fiji 2-0 in 
the play-off for third 
place, much to the 
displeasure of the local 
fans who booed their 
team off the field. 

Australia won its way 
into the final with a tor- 
tid 4-2 victory over Fiji, 
marred by a send-off 
and an own goal, not to 
mention bizarre re- 
fereeing. 


Midfielder George 
Slifkas received his mar- 
ching orders from 
Taiwanese referee Shoi 
Biao Shy in the 7Ist mi- 
nute and defender Peter 


9 Bennett, thinking he 


was under pressure 
when none existed, 
back-passed to 
goalkeeper John Filan 
straight into the back of 
the net. 


Australia, however, 
were never in any dan- 
ger of defeat, leading 3- 
0 at halftime. Scorers 
were Ilic, in the 36th and 
55th minutes, Stefan Jee 


in the 16th and Milan 
Blagojevic, in the 42nd. 

New Zealand had to 
work harder to elimin- 
ate Chinese Taipei, 2-1, 
in the other semi to set 
up yet another con- 
frontation with Aus- 
tralia. 


The Young Socceroos 
started the series with a 
5-0 whitewash of 
Vanuatu in searing 34- 
degree heat. Zlatko 
Arambasic scored twice 
and Ilic, Dominic Longo 
and John Markovski 
once. 


The Aussies made 
sure of winning their 
preliminary group with 
another easy win — 6-1 
this time, against 
Chinese Taipei. 

Arambasic, Jee and 
Markovski notched a 
couple apiece and Ming 
Jiun Chen was Taiwan’s 
lone scorer under rain 
and fierce winds. 


Other results: 

New Zealand-West- 
ern Samoa 16-0, Papua 
New Guinea-Fiji 1-1, 
New Zealand-Fiji 2-0, 
Papua New Guinea- 
Western Samoa 5-0, 
Chinese Taipei-Vanuatu 
3-2, Fiji-Western Samoa 
10-1, New Zealand- 
Papua New Guinea 1-0. 


New Zealand are 
claiming a world record 
for an international 
match at youth level in 
their demolition of the 
hapless Samoans in the 
course of which Chris 
Jackson ran riot with 
seven goals! 

FOOTNOTE: While} 
Australia was cruising to | 
victory in Suva, Israel, 
transferred to the South 
American qualifying 
zone this year, did not 
fare nearly as well. In 
Buenos Aires, they lost 
2-0 to Argentina and 2-1 
against Peru and Col- 
ombia. Argentina, Bra- 
zil and Colombia have 
qualified for the finals. 


SOCCER TEAMWEAR & EQUIP. 


MANUFACTURERS & SUPPLIERS OF 
TOP QUALITY PRODUCTS, USING THE 
LATEST EUROPEAN DESIGNS & MATERIALS 


® Soccer Jerseys 

e Soccer Shorts 

© Goalkeeper Jerseys 
© Goalkeeper Shorts 
© Soccer Balls 


QUALITY SPORTSWEAR & ae 
Se aipias canted ; Sag 


FAST DELIVERY 
SPECIAL PRICES ON INDENT ORDERS 


SALES MANAGER 


359 MARRICKVILLE RD, MARRICKVILLE 2204. NSW. AUSTRALIA 
P.O. BOX 283, EARLWOOD 2296. TELEPHONE (62) 568-3656 


Coach Les Scheinflug — 


Asia is next for his young Socceroos. 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


SEMI-FINALS 


STATE LEAGUE 1ST DIVISION 
SUNDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
U/19 Melita Eagles v Blacktown City 2-1 
ist Blacktown City v Melita Eagles 1-2 
STATE LEAGUE 2ND DIVISION 
3rd Maroubra Q’park v Kingsford O71 
2nd Gladesville Hby v Granville Chile 3-0 
1st Avala v Fairy Meadow (0)2 (0) 0 E/T 
STATE LEAGUE 3RD DIVISION 
U/19 Rooty Hill W'utd v Baulkham Hills 1-2 
1st Dulwich Hill v Moorebank 6-1 
INTER URBAN 1ST DIVISION 
2nd Padstow Park v Rangers Hadjuk 2-0 
1st Pagewood Botany v Nineveh Eagles 7-0 
2nd Rosebery v Eastwood 2-0 
1st Rosebery v Rangers Hajduk 1-5 
INTER URBAN 2ND DIVISION 
SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 
2nd Greenisland v Cyprus United 6-0 
4st Transandinos v Fairfield Kiev 1-0 


2nd Blacktown Wand v Concord Juniors 
+. 1st Greenisland v Cyprus United 


On the bail in 


SOUTH AMERICA 


BY MARIO ETCHART 


Chilean teams 
gc. away to a bad 
start in the second 
elimination round of 
the “‘Copa Liberta- 
dores de America.” 


Universidad Catolica 
only managed a draw, in 
Santiago’s National Sta- 
dium, against Nacional of 
Uruguay. The final score 
was 1-1. 

The locals went ahead 
1-0 in the first half when 
Catolica defender Ruben 
Espinoza scored from a 
penalty. 

Nacional’s equaliser 
came 11 minutes before 
the end when Revelez 
converted with a header 
after a bad mistake by 
Catolica defenders. 

Colo Colo lost in Santa 
Cruz 2-1 against Bolivian 
runner-up Oriente Pet- 
rolero. 

Colo Colo defender 
Garrido scored an own 
goal in the first half, 

Bolivian 

Eleven minutes into the 
second half, Bolivian 
striker Victor Antelo 
added the second for Pet- 
rolero, while Chilean 
midfielder, Arturo Jaure- 
gui, reduced the leeway in 
the 18th minute. 

The game was played at 
Ramon Aguilera Sta- 
dium, in front of a crowd 


of 25,000. 

Bolivian champion 
Bolivar earned a well-de- 
served victory against 
Argentine champion 
Newell’s Old Boys in La 
Paz. The locals won 1-0, 
with a goal scored by mid- 
fielder Claudio Borja in 
the 30th minute. 

In Buenos Aires, San 
Lorenzo of Argentina 
and Brazil’s Guarani. 
drew 1-1, 

Ortega Sanchez 
opened the score for San 
Lorenzo after 38 minutes 
of play. 

Guarani’s equaliser was 
converted by Toni just 
before the end of the first 
half. 

In Cali, Colombian 
champion America had to 
work hard to beat Univer- 
sitario de Deportes, of 
Peru, 1-0. 

Colombian internatio- 
nal De Avila scored the 
only goal in the 43rd 
minute. © 

This week, Universitar- 
io and America will play 
the return match in Lima 
while San Lorenzo will 
travel to Brazil to face 
Guarani. 

Bolivar and Newell’s 
clash in Rosario, Argenti- 
na. Universidad Catolica 
will meet Nacional in 
Montevideo, Uruguay, 
and Colo Colo play Pet- 
tolero in Santiago, Chile. 


